GREETINGS! 

  

On behalf of the Indiana Rural Health Association, we wish to extend an invitation for your active participation in the Indiana Collaborative for Healthier Rural Communities. The Indiana Collaborative for Healthier Rural Communities (ICHRC) is a collaboration of two dozen national, state and local organizations all dedicated to the health and well-being of rural Hoosiers. Your support will be instrumental in the successes ICHRC achieves in 2009 and years thereafter. Your investment in time and energy, coupled with public and private donations matched by grant funding from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and other charitable organizations, will prove invaluable in assisting ICHRC in realizing its beneficial goals and objectives. Already, we have witnessed grassroots momentum on the Tobacco Policy Change initiative, which focuses on realizing significant tobacco policy change in rural parts of the state. Five Indiana rural communities – Bedford, Brazil, Crawfordsville, Decatur and Williamsport – are targeted for education of its citizenry about the dangers of secondhand smoke, promote smokefree workplaces for the health and economic benefits to the community, and, most importantly, protect its workers. Progress has occurred in each of these rural communities, with the prospect of comprehensive smokefree workplace ordinances being introduced in these communities in 2009. This rural grassroots effort, concurrent to momentum being realized in other parts of Indiana, can only provide further impetus to our penultimate goal: enactment of a statewide comprehensive smokefree workplace law that will protect and benefit all Hoosiers. Similarly, the ICHRC is committed to increasing access to healthcare for the uninsured in rural parts of the state through the Healthy Indiana Plan (HIP). Funded in part through an increase in cigarette tax in 2007, HIP is the low-cost health insurance program, administered by the State of Indiana, which provides both preventive and comprehensive treatment coverage, as well as smoking cessation services. Utilizing existing tobacco and minority coalitions for local awareness and education purposes, the ICHRC strives to increase provider participation in HIP, thereby increasing access to enrolled members especially – our target group -- parents or caretakers whose dependents are enrolled in Medicaid or SCHIP. We eagerly look forward to your support of ICHRC as its progresses towards its goals for the betterment of all Hoosiers. 
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