Indiana Collaborative for Healthier Rural Communities
Steering Committee Teleconference – Meeting Minutes

October 8, 2009
I.
Welcome & Introductions:  Jim Miller opened the teleconference at 2:00 p.m.  Steering committee members present were:  Tina Elliott, Erin Edwards, Meredith Edwards, Jim Miller, Missy Lewis, Dave Newgent, Beth Overmyer, and David Roos.  Jim Miller stated the minutes from the ICHRC Steering Committee teleconference on September 25, 2009, were distributed for review, and they were approved as submitted.  An updated meeting schedule for the remainder of 2009 was also distributed.  IRHA announced the move of its office location on October 30 to 2901 Ohio Blvd. on the east side of Terre Haute.  
II.
Old Business


INShape Indiana Summit:  Tina Elliott reported that approximately 400 people attended the INShape Indiana Summit on September 29.  There were 44 exhibits.  Awards were presented by the Governor and State Health Commissioner in the areas of physical fitness, nutrition, built environments, and tobacco control.  Success stories and initiatives were shared in the eight breakout sessions.  Dr. Ken Cooper, the father of aerobics, was well received by the attendees.  Dave Newgent elaborated on the tobacco control sessions which were held that day.  Dr. Sean Sharma, a morning breakout speaker, was an outstanding presenter on the dangers of secondhand smoke and the health and economic benefits of smokefree workplaces.

Indiana Campaign for Smoke Free Air Update:  Missy Lewis announced a comprehensive workplace ordinance for the City of Indianapolis is ready to go to the city-county council’s Community Affairs Committee.  There will probably be an amendment for cigar bars.  Full committee vote should be on October 26.  Sponsors are committed to making sure there is only one meeting with testimony on October 14.  Public comment will follow.  The colleagues in Decatur and Crawfordsville have been watching this campaign closely.  There is no update on a proposed smoking control ordinance for Fishers.
III.
ICHRC Projects


Tobacco Policy Change Initiative:  Jim Miller reported that each of the 5 communities has signed a resolution that states its commitment to continue efforts to pursue the smokefree workplace ordinance campaign.  ICHRC and IRHA is committed to provide them with technical and financial support through 2009, and a media campaign is underway by MZD Advertising.  Each of the communities has a billboard using the gas mask theme with either the rural waitress or the factory worker.  Through the rest of 2009, there will be a series of newspaper ads, tying the theme of the gas mask worker.  Each of the communities received an op-ed piece providing them with statistics and quotes from a prominent person in the community.  We may not see a formal ordinance in 2009, but the campaign will continue.

Public Health Policy Benchmark/Workplan Status Update:  Meredith Edwards and David Roos reported on recent legislative committee meetings. The Select Joint Commission on Medicaid Oversight met on September 30, but much of the agenda was devoted to discussions about Hoosier Healthwise and nursing home matters. A meeting of the Medicaid Supplemental Programs Committee on October 6 focused on HIP-related issues. Childless adults program under HIP is ready to be opened up again.  Another 3,000 to 4,000 childless adults who are on the waiting list will receive letters.  This is to reach the goal of 34,000.  Numbers have been dwindling due to people dropping off the program. The new targeted group will have 45 days to update their information.  It is hoped that by January, the numbers will be up again.  Many people have questions regarding why people with children aren’t joining since they have been heavily targeted.  The HIP committee has been asked to eliminate the cap on childless adults.  This will not happen.  Jim Miller, Dave Newgent, and Meredith Edwards will meet with Senator Pat Miller to on October 20 to discuss aspects of the HIP program, including increasing cigarette tax to expand the program. 

Communications Model:  A proposal was received from MZD regarding the media plan for the remainder of this calendar year for the HIP program for advertising that will occur in the eight targeted communities.  In the next 2.5 months, the advertising will mirror the tobacco policy advertising.  The enrollment model and tool will be the focus of the advertisements.  David Roos reported on the possibility of hosting a webinar.  Covering Kids and Families (CKF) has been approached by IHA to host a webinar on providing outreach for the Healthy Indiana Plan.  A repeat webinar on outreach for the HIP is a possibility.  CKF will partner with IRHA to host this webinar.  Others volunteered to help with this effort.

Key Informant Interviews:  The intent of these interviews is to assess the strengths and weaknesses of the HIP and to discuss reimbursement issues with providers.  There is a select group of providers and members who have interaction with the HIP clients who could provide feedback on the HIP program.  Jim Miller is waiting on more feedback before a final template is produced.  
IV.
Next Meeting:  Jim Miller reminded the steering committee that the next meeting will be held on Friday, October 30, at 1:30 p.m. at the Ruth Lilly Health Center in Indianapolis.  Meeting materials will be provided in advance of the meeting.

There being no further business, the conference call was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Tina Elliott

Indiana Rural Health Association
