Indiana Collaborative for Healthier Rural Communities

Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
Ruth Lilly Education Center
December 4, 2009
1. Welcome & Introductions: Jim Miller opened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. Steering committee members present were: Erin Edwards, Meredith Edwards, Anita Gaillard, Jim Miller, Dave Newgent, Beth Overmyer, Mary Ann Valenta and Elaine Williams. Jim Miller presented the minutes from the November 13, 2009 teleconference. He then reported that (after the steering committee’s final teleconference in 2009) the schedule for 2010 was still under consideration. ICHRC sustainability efforts are still underway, citing the submission of grants for ARRA and WellPoint Foundation funds. ICHRC has sufficient matching dollars remaining to continue efforts into the 1st or 2nd quarters of 2010, but sustainability needs to occur after then.
2. Old Business
Indiana Campaign for Smokefree Air Update: Dave Newgent reported that the Marion County City-County Council on November 30, 2009 failed to adopt a comprehensive smokefree workplace ordinance for Marion County. Anita Gaillard confirmed that the council had voted to return the ordinance to the Community Affairs Committee for re-working for possible re-introduction in early 2010. She noted that the action should allow Smoke-Free Indy an opportunity to re-energize efforts with Mayor Greg Ballard, members of the city-council and the public at-large.
Anita Gaillard also reported on the outcome of the Smoking Cessation Summit held December 1, 2009 in Indianapolis. She noted a goal of lowering Indiana’s adult smoking rate from (its current) 26% rate to 18% by 2015 was the Summit’s major outcome, and that the goal will be achieved by targeted project initiatives through public policy, provider advocacy and information technology.
Meredith Edwards reported on the Better Healthcare for Indiana conference that occurred on December 3, 2009 in Indianapolis. She noted the conference focused on improved health and well-being at local levels, emphasizing the importance of primary care physicians and community-wide efforts. Jim Miller noted that representatives from Crawfordsville, attending the BHI meeting, commented on the ICHRC campaign in Crawfordsville, citing the widespread exposure on smokefree workplaces from area billboards and newspaper advertising – paid through ICHRC financial support to the AHEAD coalition.
3. ICHRC Projects
Tobacco Policy Change Initiative: Dave Newgent reported that he and Jim Miller had met recently in Brazil with Kandace Brown of the Clay County Tobacco Coalition. The purpose of the meeting was to instill ICHRC and other support for her and the CCTC’s efforts in tobacco control in Brazil and Clay County. Jim Miller noted that CCTC had adopted a tobacco-free grounds policy that was generating grassroots and community support for smokefree workplaces and a possible comprehensive smokefree ordinance campaign. Anita Gaillard stated that ITPC has always advocated an indoor-outdoor policy with regards to tobacco control.
Jim Miller reported that another round of earned media was about to be released to newspapers serving the five (5) rural communities targeted for significant tobacco policy change. He held up two releases, drafted by MZD and currently under review by ITPC, concerning the benefits of smokefree businesses in Decatur and Williamsport. Similar paid media is planned for Bedford, Brazil and Crawfordsville.

Jim Miller also reported that IRHA submitted a letter of support in behalf of Bedford and Lawrence County for its grant application (through the State Dept. of Health) for ARRA funds, entitled Communities Putting Prevention to Work.
Public Health Policy Benchmark/Workplan Status Update: Jim Miller reported that the latest HIP dashboard (dated October 31, 2009) reflected similar HIP enrollment statistics to previous dashboards, except that the percentage of caretaker adults to non-caretaker adults was nearly even (48.8% to 51.2%). Beth Overmyer and Mary Ann Valenta then led a lengthy discussion on HIP enrollment issues – many of which were addressed during a HIP outreach networking meeting, hosted by Bloomington Hospital on December 2, 2009. Beth Overmyer reviewed a Q&A document that contained a number of HIP enrollment issues addressed during a meeting with FSSA officials on November 20, 2009. The five-page document confirmed that FSSA needs to formalize HIP enrollment policies and procedures to avoid ongoing confusion over a number of issues. Erin Edwards stated that she recognized some of the issues addressed in her daily work at Bedford Regional Medical Center. Beth Overmyer pointed out that FSSA urged use of a bar-coded change report form to facilitate transferring pregnant women from HIP to Hoosier Healthwise coverage. She noted that at the meeting FSSA officials requested examples of ongoing problems identified by HIP enrollment specialists. Mary Ann Valenta advocated development of an e-mail address, through ICHRC and IRHA, to receive the examples to forward on to FSSA officials. Jim Miller said he would work with IRHA on this, but cautioned about the importance of complying with HIPAA Privacy regulations. Beth Overmyer advocated use of a case number, along with a brief summation, for FSSA tracking purposes.
Jim Miller reported that the Q&A document, along with the enrollment model developed by ICHRC and results from the key informant interviews, could be included in discussions during an upcoming HIP Outreach webinar scheduled for December 15, 2009 from 3-4 p.m. The webinar will be hosted by IRHA/ICHRC and Covering Kids and Families of Indiana, Inc. Marci Toler of CKF-I is hosting a webinar planning teleconference on December 10, 2009 at 3 p.m., and that ICHRC Steering Committee members are invited to listen in.

Jim Miller reported on preliminary results from the key informant interviews. Hospital and physician providers who responded indicated that they were enrolled in both plans (MDwise and Anthem) and that generally few negative comments were received. However, one provider indicated the lack of policies and procedures resulted in excessive paperwork. Generally favorable results were noted from HIP members. Most indicated that program coverages and affordability were good, and that the enrollment process was relatively easy. However, there was great variance in the amount of time between (a) application and conditional approval and (b) actual contribution to the Power account and full HIP enrollment. 

Erin Edwards asked if any hospital providers had expressed concerns about slow payment by MDwise on HIP services. Jim Miller noted that Rush Memorial Hospital had noted similar problems during a meeting in August 2009, and that the hospital was working with MDwise officials to resolve the problem. He gave Erin Edwards contact information at Rush Memorial for follow-up purposes.

4. ICHRC Sustainability Update: Jim Miller reported that IRHA had submitted a letter of intent to participate in a grant application submitted by ITPC for ARRA (federal surplus) funding. The funding, earmarked for smokefree workplaces campaigns, would be available to states which do not already have statewide smokefree workplace laws. He also reported that an application was re-submitted to the WellPoint Foundation in late September, and that IRHA expects to hear its outcome soon – it took three months for WellPoint to report back on the last application. This application was revised and scaled down – to one year requesting approximately $90,000 – from the original submitted earlier in 2009. The grant, if awarded, would focus on smokefree workplace campaigns in the five targeted rural communities, with added emphasis on smoking cessation systems in those communities.
5. Next Meeting: Jim Miller reminded the steering committee that the next meeting – on Thursday, December 17, 2009, at 2 p.m. EST, would be done by teleconference. Meeting materials will be provided in advance of the call.
Dave Newgent reported that R.J. Reynolds was sending samples of new non-tobacco products (by direct mail) to Hoosiers since Indiana is one of tobacco industry’s testing grounds. He found a sample at the Owen County YMCA and noted that Tina Elliott of IRHA had also reported her daughter had recently received sample products in the mail.
There being no other business before the steering committee, Jim Miller adjourned the meeting at 3:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

      JIM

James E. Miller
ICHRC Project Director
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