Indiana Collaborative for Rural Healthier Communities
Conference Call Minutes

November 13, 2009

Participants:  Erin Edwards, Meredith Edwards, Tina Elliott, Don Kelso, Aida McCammon, Jim Miller, Dave Newgent, David Roos, Marci Toler, Elaine Williams

I.
Welcome and Introductions – Called to order at 10:00 a.m.

A.
Minutes from October 30, 2009, ICHRC Steering Committee meeting were approved.


B.
The updated ICHRC Steering Committee meeting schedule was reviewed.

II.
Old Business

A. Indiana Campaign for Smokefree Air Update

Aida McCammon reported that there was another vote on the Marion County comprehensive ordinance, scheduled for November 30, but the Mayor (Greg Ballard) has stated publicly that he will veto the ordinance if passed.  Letters have been drafted from rural areas of Indiana.  Nineteen letters have been collected from Smoke-Free Indy to date.  Letters to the mayor would be welcomed to the council for possible veto.  Tim Filler sent out an Indianapolis Star article on tobacco prevalence statistics, released yesterday by the CDC.  Indiana’s adult smoking rate of 26.1% is alarming.  The press release discussed the statistics released by the CDC regarding exposure in the workplace and in the home and the prevalence of adult smokers.  The website is www.cdc.gov/mmwr.   Meredith Edwards commented that it appears that there will not be a call to increase tobacco tax in the 2010 legislative session; however, there are, three sponsors for a bill for a statewide comprehensive smokefree workplace law. 
a. Update on Fishers, Smoke-Free Indy campaigns

There is no update from the committee.
III.
ICHRC Projects

A. Tobacco Policy Change

a. Media Plan Update

i. Billboards are posted in each of the five communities. Williamsport’s billboard is difficult to locate.  Paid media reinforces the message conveyed in the public billboards.
b. Smokefree campaigns in 5 targeted rural communities

On December 3, there is a Leadership Forum in Indianapolis regarding healthy lifestyles in the home and in the community.  ICHRC will pay the $50 registration for one representative from each of the five targeted communities to attend the meeting.
B. Public Health Policy Benchmark/Workplan Status Update

a. Meeting is scheduled on Nov. 20, 2009, with Jim Miller and FSSA to bring them up to date on the plans for 2009 and 2010.

b. HIP Dashboard Review – The latest dashboard indicates that there has not been a lot of activity on the HIP enrollment.  There is a drop of enrollment of about 250 coverages.  The percentage of caretakers has increased from 43 percent to 47 percent but is still less than the non-caretaker adults.  Jim Miller asked for input for his meeting with FSSA.  Dr. David Roos will send Miller some information regarding trends, caretaker enrollment, non-caretaker enrollment (which never reached the 34,000), and other information.  There has been a decline in the number of HIP redeterminations, with other insurance coverage principally the reason for HIP coverage termination. A county-by-county breakdown in HIP showed a loss in three small counties (Bartholomew, Martin, and Newton).  There are signs that the small rural counties might be at a disadvantage with the redetermination categories.  Dave Newgent presented on HIP on October 22, 2009, to the DCS office.  Newgent discussed the various programs he was involved with and mentioned the Bloomington Hospital enrollment program in hopes that there would be some collaboration.  
c. Joint Budget Committee – Modernization Transition
Meredith Edwards reported a new hybrid eligibility system, which means some aspects of the Modernization system will be kept.  The call center will be utilized differently.  The county offices will be brought back.  The first contact can occur in the county.  Applicants can be led through the application.  There can be groups working on cases instead of just one person.  There will be groups assigned to groups of cases.  There will be more accountability.  Groups of people will be answering questions.  All applications will still be electronic.  People who can answer questions are required.  The very difficult questions will be sent to the experts.  The interview can still occur on the phone.  Everyone should eventually be able to apply outside of their counties.  On December 14, 2009, the IBM contract will terminate.  Space considerations at the local county office are a concern.  
d. Strategic Communications Plan Update

Jim Miller reported that MZD communications will continue.

e. Key Informant Interviews Update

Information is being received on HIP members and providers from Bedford, Decatur and Williamsport. Those would be helpful for discussion during the proposed HIP webinar.  

f. Follow-up Items

i. Webinar on HIP with Covering Kids & Families

Dr. Roos gave a brief overview of the webinar.  CKF had been approached by IHA asking them to develop additional capacity to help hospitals throughout the state to offer enhanced outreach for enrollment services.  One of the products of that was a hospital handbook.  IRHA will have an exhibit table at the Public Policy Forum in January2010, and to make copies available.  Rural members, such as Scott Graybill in Bremen, were contacted for input.  The IHA wanted CKF to provide additional information focusing on new and emerging issues, such as presumptive eligibility for pregnant women and successful outreach for the Healthy Indiana Plan.  CKF identified successful agencies that provided outreach.  Marci Toler of CKF reported that CKF provided the webinar to provide education and market the handbook.  The hospitals were concerned with identifying potentially eligible non-caretaker adults.  Hospital health centers and community partnerships were highlighted.  She identified the participants on the panel, and best practices were discussed.  The webinar was very well received.  The panel group will be reassembled, and the same format will be used since it was successful.  The follow-up surveys were positive.  Targeted participants were discussed for the future webinar.  Invitations were extended to IHA members.  Brian Tabor will work with IRHA to encourage participation.  IRHA should not limit the invitations to the 40 counties but to all rural health clinic members and health facilities all over the state.  The IPHCA members have been effective in HIP outreach in order to reach the community health centers and FQHCs.  Reaching out to Ann Alley at ISDH would be beneficial in order to reach the CHCs.  The only downside is the format in terms of people calling in and paying for the phone lines.  Discussion regarding this issue will follow this meeting.  The date needs to be determined as quickly as possible.  
IV. ICHRC Sustainability Update

There is no update at this time on the WellPoint grant.
V. The next meeting of the ICHRC will be held on December 4, 2009, at the Ruth Lilly Education Center at 1:30 p.m. EST.
There being no further business, the call adjourned at 11:05 a.m.

Tina Elliott

Indiana Rural Health Association

