Indiana Collaborative for Healthier Rural Communities

Steering Committee Teleconference – Meeting Minutes
September 16, 2009
1. Welcome & Introductions: Jim Miller opened the teleconference at 1:00 p.m. Steering committee members present were: Meredith Edwards, Dave Newgent, Mary Ann Valenta, Elaine Williams, Kandace Brown, Aida McCammon, and Kathy Pritchard (of Healthcare Excel – the Medicare QIO). Because of some conflicts involving the Indiana Rural Health Association, Jim Miller requested that the steering committee’s next physical meeting, scheduled for September 25, 2009, be a teleconference instead, and that the next physical meeting take place on October 30, 2009. No objections were raised. IRHA will work on the meeting arrangements and notify the steering committee in advance. He stated the minutes from the ICHRC Steering Committee teleconference on August 28, 2009, were available for review.
2. Old Business
Indiana Campaign for Smokefree Air Update: Jim Miller reported that the Westfield city council had adopted a smokefree ordinance with exemptions at its meeting on September 14, 2009. Aida McCammon confirmed that the ordinance passed 7-0, with exemptions for bars and restaurants that serve patrons 21 years and older. She noted that an ordinance will soon be introduced in Fishers, Indiana. No further details about that ordinance were available.

INShape Indiana Summit: Jim Miller gave a brief update on the upcoming INShape Indiana Summit on September 29, 2009. He noted that Tina Elliott has handled much of the administrative functions related to the Summit, and that IRHA was responsible for the Tobacco Control track of the four-track Summit, which will focus on healthy lifestyles. Sean Sharma, MD of Williamsport and Franklin officials will be speakers for the Tobacco Control track.
3. ICHRC Projects
Tobacco Policy Change Initiative: Jim Miller gave a brief update on the media plan for the smokefree ordinance campaigns in the five (5) rural communities – Bedford, Brazil, Crawfordsville, Decatur and Williamsport. He noted that the media plan, as implemented by MZD Advertising, had produced a series of newspaper advertisements with the “gas mask” theme, running in local newspaper from late August to late September (early October for Williamsport). Billboards were posted in Bedford (on State Road 37) and in Brazil (on U.S. 40), but that billboards are pending in the other three communities. Kandace Brown confirmed that the billboard was up in Brazil, and that she liked its message. Dave Newgent stated that the delay in the other billboards may be due to the new state policy regarding advertising -- that messaging needed from the Governor’s office before being released. Jim Miller stated he would contact ITPC regarding this policy since ICHRC grant funds, not state dollars, are being used for the advertising, although ICHRC wanted to be consistent with ITPC’s messaging.
Jim Miller reiterated that rural communities have expressed some reluctance to proceed with the smokefree ordinance campaigns due to reduced state funding and the possibility of state legislative action in 2010. He cited Decatur’s decision not to include ITPC Indicator No. 5 – related to community smokefree advocacy – in its workplan for 2010-2011. Dave Newgent stated that Indicator No. 5 is considered “a bargaining chip” for each local agency and is inherently included in each local workplan. Kandace Brown reported that the Clay County Tobacco Coalition (Brazil) fully intended to pursue its smokefree workplace ordinance campaign Jim Miller stated that he had drafted a resolution for each of the targeted rural communities to reaffirm their commitment to a smokefree workplace ordinance campaign, and that resolution would be made available to the Clay County coalition before its meeting on September 22, 2009, as well as to the other four targeted rural communities.
Public Health Policy Benchmark/Workplan Status Update: Jim Miller reported on some of the highlights of the Select Joint Commission on Medicaid Oversight meeting of September 1, 2009, including Commission Chairperson Sen. Pat Miller’s (R-Miller) interest in expanding the Healthy Indiana Plan to 300% of the federal poverty level, due to a reported $208 million surplus in HIP funds. Dave Newgent recommended compiling a packet of information for potential HIP policy changes for the Commission’s meeting on September 28, 2009. Those policy changes include (1) support of increasing the number of non-parents/caretakers to 41,000 from FSSA pharmacy consolidation program savings, (2) amending the six-month waiting period involving insurance coverage, and (3) increasing the tobacco tax to offset the decline in number of Indiana smokers but fund additional HIP members from those who do smoke. Meredith Edwards reported the Commission’s meeting had been postponed until September 30, 2009 (9:30 a.m. in Room 431 of the Indiana Statehouse.) Instead of submitting a legislative packet, she recommended that members of the steering committee meet with Sen. Miller to discuss ICHRC’s advocacy and monitoring and its policy recommendations involving HIP. Meredith Edwards will contact Sen. Miller’s office to arrange for a meeting in late September or early October, 2009.

Jim Miller gave a brief update on ICHRC’s recent meetings with MDwise and FSSA. Both were supportive of ICHRC’s advocacy for the HIP program, particularly in its development of an enrollment tool and its availability of funds for a media plan. He also reported that EDS-Medicaid is instituting a provider recruitment effort, focusing on enrolling primary care physicians, mental health practitioners and dentist. MaryAnn Valenta cautioned that Medicaid enrollment may not translate to contracting with managed care organizations. She explained that providers may have Medicaid provider numbers but still pull out of MDwise contracts, or have very limited number of patients in their provider panels.

Jim Miller reported that introductory letters were sent out to health advocates in the eight (8) communities/counties targeted by ICHRC for its public health policy initiative -- Adams, Clay, Fulton, Grant, Jefferson, Lawrence, Montgomery and Warren, and that he had already received some positive feedback from advocates in those counties. A meeting is also scheduled with MZD Advertising on September 22, 2009, for implementation of the media plan (paid and earned) in those eight counties. The media plan would include information regarding the use of the enrollment tool developed by ICHRC.

4. ICHRC Sustainability Update: Jim Miller reported that work on a revised grant application for WellPoint was underway and will be submitted for Don Kelso’s (IRHA Executive Director) review in advance of the submission due date of October 1, 2009.
5. Next Meeting: Jim Miller reiterated that the next steering committee meeting – on September 25, 2009 -- would be by teleconference, and that a reminder and meeting materials would be sent out in advance of the teleconference.
There being no other business before the steering committee, Jim Miller adjourned the teleconference at 1:58 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

      JIM

James E. Miller

ICHRC Project Director
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