Aug. 16-30

· 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill
· H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources 
· Emerging Infectious Disease Journal (EID) 
· Emergency Preparedness & Response: Hurricanes
· Health Promotion & Disease Prevention: Infection Prevention during Blood Glucose Monitoring and Insulin Administration
· Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR)
· Food & Drug Safety: Egg Recall 
Upcoming COCA Calls 

Title: Preparing for Large-Scale Surge Incidents: Alternative Care Systems and Crisis Standards of Care

Date: Thursday, September 2, 2010 

Time: 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM (Eastern Time)

Call Number: 888-790-6180  

Passcode: 1281914

During this COCA Call, subject matter experts will present on alternate care systems and crisis standards of care. Presenters will also discuss how planning is critical for a community’s ability to respond to a large-scale disaster.

For more information on this call visit: http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/callinfo.asp
Title: Shiga Toxin-Producing Escherichia Coli Infections: What Clinicians Need to Know
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2010 

Time: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM (Eastern Time)

Call Number: 877-918-3038 

Passcode: 1180634

Shiga toxin-producing Escherchia coli can cause severe enteric infections and the potentially life threatening hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS) and prompt diagnosis of these infections is important to implement early clinical management. Leading expert in infectious disease medicine will provide guidance on how to effectively manage patients with STEC. 

More Information Coming Soon! 

2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill 

Updated: Health Surveillance - CDC (Aug 25)
The Gulf Coast Oil Spill has the potential to affect human health in addition to the effects already seen on animal and marine life. CDC, along with the affected Gulf Coast states, has developed a plan to track the potential short-term health effects related to the oil spill in the affected communities.

http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/2010gulfoilspill/health_surveillance.asp
Updated: CDC Responds - CDC (Aug 17)
CDC regularly updates this website with details about the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill response.

http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/cdcresponds.asp
For more information and additional Healthcare Professionals resources visit: http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/health_professionals.asp
H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources

Treating and Preventing Influenza (Flu) - CDC (Aug 28)
Certain people are at greater risk of serious illness and death from flu. This includes young children, older people, pregnant women and people with certain long-term health conditions. Last flu season, for example, 80 percent of adults and 65 percent of children hospitalized from flu had a long-term health condition or were pregnant. Asthma, diabetes and chronic cardiovascular disease were the three most common conditions.
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/freeresources/risk/preventing_treating_flu.pdf
Estimating Seasonal Influenza-Associated Deaths in the United States: CDC Study Confirms Variability of Flu - CDC (Aug 26)
CDC feels it is important to convey the full burden of seasonal flu to the public. Seasonal flu is a serious disease that causes illness, hospitalizations, and deaths every year in the United States. CDC estimates of annual influenza-associated deaths in the United States are made using well-established scientific methods that have been reviewed by scientists outside of CDC.

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/us_flu-related_deaths.htm
What You Should Know About Flu Antiviral Drugs - CDC (Aug 25) 

Antiviral drugs are prescription medicines (pills, liquid or an inhaled powder) that fight against the flu in your body. While CDC recommends flu vaccine as the first and most important step in preventing flu, antiviral drugs are a second line of defense against the flu. Antiviral drugs are not sold over-the-counter and are different from antibiotics. You can only get them if you have a prescription from your doctor or health care provider. 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/antivirals/whatyoushould.htm
Locate all H1N1 Flu and Public Health Guidance Documents
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/
H1N1 Information for Healthcare Providers
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/clinicians/
Emergency Preparedness & Response

Hurricane Readiness: Make a Plan - CDC (Aug 27)
Expect the need to evacuate and prepare for it. The National Weather Service will issue a hurricane watch when there is a threat to coastal areas of hurricane conditions within 24-36 hours
http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/evacuate.asp
Health Promotion & Disease Prevention

Infection Prevention during Blood Glucose Monitoring and Insulin Administration - CDC (Aug 25)
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has become increasingly concerned about the risks for transmitting hepatitis B virus (HBV) and other infectious diseases during assisted blood glucose (blood sugar) monitoring and insulin administration. CDC is alerting all persons who assist others with blood glucose monitoring and/or insulin administration of infection control requirements associated with use of finger stick devices.

http://www.cdc.gov/injectionsafety/blood-glucose-monitoring.html
Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID) Journal - CDC (Sep 2010)

The Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID) journal provides recognition of new and re-emerging infections and understanding of factors involved in disease emergence, prevention, and elimination. It also represents the scientific communications component of CDC's efforts against the threat of emerging infections. See the September 2010 issue of the EID journal at the following link: 
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/eid/
MMWR

MMWR Weekly - CDC (Aug 27)
The Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) series is prepared by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The data in the weekly MMWR are provisional, based on weekly reports to CDC by state health departments. The following emergency preparedness and response related articles of interest were recently published:

August 27, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 33
· Estimates of Deaths Associated with Seasonal Influenza --- United States, 1976--2007   
· Tobacco Use Among Middle and High School Students --- United States, 2000--2009 
· Changes in Measurement of Haemophilus influenzae serotype b (Hib) Vaccination Coverage --- National Immunization Survey, United States, 2009 
· Notes from the Field: Measles Transmission Associated with International Air Travel --- Massachusetts and New York, July--August 2010 
· Announcement: Epidemic Intelligence Service Application Deadline --- September 15, 2010 
· Erratum: Vol. 58, No. RR-2         

· QuickStats: Outpatient Colonoscopy Procedure Rates, by Age Group --- National Survey of Ambulatory Surgery, United States, 1996 and 2006 
· Notifiable Diseases and Mortality Tables 

August 20, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 32  
· Heat Illness Among High School Athletes --- United States, 2005--2009 
· CDC Grand Rounds: Additional Opportunities to Prevent Neural Tube Defects with Folic Acid Fortification 
· Update: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) Regarding Use of CSL Seasonal Influenza Vaccine (Afluria) in the United States During 2010--11 
· Announcement: Interactive CDC DengueMap Available Online 
· Erratum: Vol. 59, No. RR-8 
· Errata: Vol. 59, No. 30 
To electronically subscribe to the MMWR, go to http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr and enter your email address in the box entitled Get email updates or click on MMWR Subscriptions.

Food & Drug Safety

Recall of Shell Eggs - FDA (Aug 30)
An outbreak of Salmonella Enteritidis (SE) that has sickened hundreds of people across the country has led to a recall of shell eggs. On August 13, Wright County Egg voluntarily conducted a nationwide recall of shell eggs on 3 of its 5 farms. Further epidemiologic and trace back information led to Wright County Egg expanding its recall on August 18 to cover all 5 farms and 380 million eggs (according to company figures). The FDA is monitoring the recall; including conducting audit checks at retail stores, wholesalers, and distributors to make sure the recalled shell eggs are being removed from the market.

http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/MajorProductRecalls/ucm223522.htm#483
Recalls, Market Withdrawals, & Safety Alerts - FDA (Aug 29)
For information on recent FDA recalls, market recalls, and safety alerts please click on the following link: 

http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/default.htm 

Aug 26 Alert

Use of Fingerstick Devices on More than One Person Poses Risk for Transmitting Bloodborne Pathogens

Use of Fingerstick Devices on More than One Person Poses Risk for Transmitting Bloodborne Pathogens
Summary

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has become increasingly concerned about the risks for transmitting hepatitis B virus (HBV) and other bloodborne pathogens to persons undergoing fingerstick procedures for blood sampling -- for instance, persons with diabetes who require assistance monitoring their blood glucose levels. Reports of HBV infection outbreaks linked to diabetes care have been increasing1,2,3. This notice serves as a reminder that fingerstick devices should never be used for more than one person.

Background
Fingerstick devices are devices that are used to prick the skin and obtain drops of blood for testing.  There are two main types of fingerstick devices:  those that are designed for reuse on a single person and those that are disposable and for single-use. 

Reusable Devices:  These devices often resemble a pen and have the means to remove and replace the lancet after each use, allowing the device to be used more than once.  Due to difficulties with cleaning and disinfection after use and their link to numerous outbreaks, CDC recommends that these devices never be used for more than one person.  If these devices are used, it should only be by individual persons using these devices for self-monitoring of blood glucose.

Single-use, auto-disabling fingerstick devices:  These are devices that are disposable and prevent reuse through an auto-disabling feature.  In settings where assisted monitoring of blood glucose is performed, single-use, auto-disabling fingerstick devices should be used.

The shared use of fingerstick devices is one of the common root causes of exposure and infection in settings such as long-term care (LTC) facilities, where multiple persons require assistance with blood glucose monitoring. Risk for transmission of bloodborne pathogens is not limited to LTC settings but can exist anywhere multiple persons are undergoing fingerstick procedures for blood sampling. For example, at a health fair in New Mexico earlier this year, dozens of attendees were potentially exposed to bloodborne pathogens when fingerstick devices were reused to conduct diabetes screening.

Recommendations
Anyone performing fingerstick procedures should review the following recommendations to ensure that they are not placing persons in their care at risk for infection.  

· Fingerstick devices should never be used for more than one person.

· Auto-disabling single-use fingerstick devices should be used for assisted monitoring of blood glucose.   

These recommendations apply not only to licensed healthcare facilities but also to any setting where fingerstick procedures are performed, including assisted living or residential care facilities, skilled nursing facilities, clinics, health fairs, shelters, detention facilities, senior centers, schools, and camps. Protection from infections, including bloodborne pathogens, is a basic requirement and expectation anywhere healthcare is provided.

Additional information is available at: 

http://www.cdc.gov/injectionsafety/blood-glucose-monitoring.html
http://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/Settings/GlucoseMonitoring.htm
http://www.fda.gov/MedicalDevices/Safety/AlertsandNotices/ucm224025.htm 

Aug. 24

Archived teleconference presentations: http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/callinfo.asp 

HHS/CDC Influenza Update, 

Alternate Care Systems/Crisis Scenarios
CEUs available, instructions below
HHS/CDC Update: 2010-11 Flu Season and Universal Vaccine Recommendations 

Speakers:

Dr. Howard Koh, Assistant Secretary for Health (HHS)

Dr. Garth Graham, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Minority Health (HHS)

Dr. Carolyn Bridges, Influenza Division Associate Director for Science (CDC) 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are co-hosting a COCA conference call to provide influenza updates for healthcare providers. During the 2010-2011 flu season, CDC expects the 2009 H1N1 virus to cause illness along with other influenza viruses. The best way to prevent the flu is by getting vaccinated each year and by encouraging your patients to be vaccinated as well.

This COCA call is designed to highlight the importance of vaccination, discuss CDC’s new universal recommendations, address vaccination challenges with minority and at-risk populations, and discuss strategies and resources for encouraging influenza vaccination. 

COCA will archive all call materials (audio, presentation, and transcript) on our website: http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/callinfo.asp following completion of the call. 
Preparing for Large-Scale Surge Incidents: Alternate Care Systems and Crisis Standards of Care 

Speakers: 
Deborah Levy, PhD, MPH - Chief, Healthcare Preparedness Activity for Division of  Healthcare Quality Promotion and Asst Director for Healthcare Preparedness and Program Integration for the Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response (CDC)

Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH - Deputy Director, Harris County Public Health & Environmental Services

Kerry Kernen BSN, RN - Emergency Preparedness Administrator, Summit County Health District
Public health emergencies can limit access to routine medical care and diminish resources. Healthcare systems may need to institute alternate care systems to manage the potential influx of patients during an emergency. Join subject matter experts as they discuss the concept of alternate care systems and crisis standards of care and why planning is critical for a community’s ability to respond to a large-scale disaster.  

CE Credits/contact hours are being offered for this call! 

COCA will archive all call materials (audio, presentation, and transcript) on our website: http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/callinfo.asp  following completion of the call. 
Continuing Education Credits

Please remember that if you cannot participate in the live COCA Conference Call, you can still get CE credit/contact hours! Simply download the PowerPoint and follow along with the audio file, both of which will be posted on the COCA website after the call and then complete the on-line evaluation within a year http://www2a.cdc.gov/TCEOnline/ .

Continuing Education guidelines require that the attendance of all who participate in COCA Conference Calls be properly documented. ALL Continuing Education credits/contact hours (CME, CNE, CEU, CECH, and ACPE) for COCA Conference Calls are issued online through CDC Training & Continuing Education Online http://www2a.cdc.gov/TCEOnline/ .

CE certificates can be printed immediately upon completion of your online evaluation. A cumulative transcript of all CDC/ATSDR CE’s obtained through the CDC Training & Continuing Education Online System will be maintained for each user.

CME: CDC is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians. CDC designates this educational activity for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

CNE: CDC is accredited as a provider of Continuing Nursing Education by the American Nurses Credentialing Center's Commission on Accreditation. 
This activity provides 1 contact hour.

CEU: CDC has been approved as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET), 1760 Old Meadow Road, Suite 500, McLean, VA 22102.  The CDC is authorized by IACET to offer 0.1 IACET CEU's for this program.

CECH: CDC is a designated provider of continuing education contact hours (CECH) in health education by the National Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc. This program is a designated event for the CHES to receive 1 Category I contact hour in health education, CDC provider number GA0082.

ACPE: CDC is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education as a provider of continuing pharmacy education. This program is a designated event for pharmacist to receive 1.0 Contact Hours in pharmacy education.
Aug. 5 Alert

Sanofi Pasteur Influenza A (H1N1) 2009 Monovalent Vaccine in Multi-dose Vials —Shortened Shelf Life 
Summary
Sanofi Pasteur has notified CDC and FDA that their influenza A (H1N1) 2009 monovalent vaccine manufactured in 2009 in multi-dose vials will have a shorter expiration period than indicated on the label, and they will provide more specific notification of which lots will be affected and the new expiration date in the very near future.  This is to ensure that the vaccine is used while it remains within its potency specification. There are no safety concerns with these lots of 2009 H1N1 vaccine. People who were immunized with Sanofi Pasteur influenza A (H1N1) 2009 monovalent vaccine from multi-dose vials do not need to take any action.
2009 H1N1 viruses, along with influenza A H3N2 viruses and influenza B viruses are circulating internationally.  While it cannot be known in advance which influenza viruses will predominate in any given year, the 2009 H1N1 virus, along with influenza A H3N2 viruses and influenza B viruses may circulate in the United States during its upcoming influenza season.  The 2010-2011 influenza vaccine will protect against an influenza A H3N2 virus, an influenza B virus and the 2009 H1N1 virus. Initial shipping of the 2010-2011 influenza vaccine has begun.  
Background 
As part of its quality assurance program, Sanofi Pasteur performs routine, ongoing stability testing of the vaccine after it has been shipped to providers. Stability testing means measuring the strength of a vaccine over time.
The multi-dose vials subject to this change in expiration date include approximately 16 million doses of vaccine manufactured in 2009 that has not yet been administered, but that has been shipped to providers. Although the vaccine remains potent, it is losing potency more rapidly than expected, and therefore the shelf life will be shortened. 
Sanofi Pasteur influenza A (H1N1) 2009 monovalent vaccine in multi-dose vials is the only remaining presentation of monovalent 2009 H1N1 influenza vaccine whose expiration date has not yet passed.  
Sanofi Pasteur will send a notification to providers who received this product regarding the specific lot numbers and the new expiration date.    
For More Information: 
For Questions and Answers on Using Monovalent 2009 Influenza A (H1N1) Vaccine Prior to the Availability of Trivalent 2010–11 Seasonal Influenza Vaccine go to: 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/infohealthcare.htm 
Questions about the Federal H1N1 Influenza Vaccine Central Recovery Program should be directed to: 
State immunization programs or the HHS Supply Service center (1-800-642-0263, 7:00 am to 7:00 pm EST).
For other inquiries, please contact Sanofi Pasteur Customer Services:
1-800-VACCINE (1-800-822-2463) or visit: http://www.vaccineshoppe.com.

Aug. 2-16

· 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill
· H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources: New Seasonal Vaccine 
· Emergency Preparedness & Response
· Health Promotion & Disease Prevention
· Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR)
· Food & Drug Safety 

2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill 

Updated: Health Surveillance - CDC (Aug 13)
The Gulf Coast Oil Spill has the potential to affect human health in addition to the effects already seen on animal and marine life. CDC, along with the affected Gulf Coast states, has developed a plan to track the potential short-term health effects related to the oil spill in the affected communities.

http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/2010gulfoilspill/health_surveillance.asp
Updated: CDC Responds - CDC (Aug 11)
CDC regularly updates this website with details about the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill response.

http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/cdcresponds.asp
For more information and additional Healthcare Professionals resources visit: http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/health_professionals.asp
H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources

WHO Statement on H1N1 in post-pandemic period - WHO (Aug 11)
Director-General's opening statement at a virtual press conference on August 10, 2010 announcing the views of the Emergency Committee. The Committee based its assessment on the global situation, as well as reports from several countries that are now experiencing influenza.
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2010/h1n1_vpc_20100810/en/index.html 

HHS News Release: WHO Declares End to 2009 H1N1 Influenza Pandemic - HHS (Aug 10) 
Health and Human Services (HHS) press release outlines implications for United States of WHO declaration that the 2009 H1N1 pandemic has ended.
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/08/20100810b.html 

Update: 2009 H1N1 Flu International Situation Update - CDC (Aug 9)
This report provides an update to the international flu situation using data collected through August 1, 2010, and reported by the World Health Organization (WHO) on August 6. Overall, flu activity due to 2009 H1N1 and seasonal influenza viruses is low worldwide.
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/updates/international/
ACIP Recommendation for Use of CSL Influenza Vaccine - CDC (Aug 6)
CDC's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommendations for use in the United States of seasonal influenza trivalent inactivated vaccine (TIV) Afluria manufactured by CSL Limited during 2010-11. 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/pressrel/2010/s100806.htm
New: Recommended Influenza Vaccines for the U.S. 2010-11 season - CDC (Aug 6) 

Table of recommended influenza vaccines for different age groups — United States, 2010-11 season. Includes presentation and dosing information. 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/vaccines.htm
Question and Answers: CSL Seasonal Influenza Vaccine Safety in the United States - CDC (Aug 6)
Information for Health Providers about ACIP recommendations for use of CSL vaccine during the 2010–2011 influenza season.
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/qa_cslfluvac.htm  

National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases - CDC Immunization Update 2010 Public Health Training Network Satellite Broadcast and Webcast - CDC (Aug 5)
This webcast is CDC’s annual update on the most recent and significant developments in the rapidly changing field of immunization. Anticipated topics include influenza, pneumococcal conjugate, human papillomavirus and meningococcal vaccines. Other emerging issues will be discussed, including the latest information from the June 2010 meeting of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. The webcast will be available online for one month.
http://www2a.cdc.gov/PHTN/webcast/immupdate2010/default.asp
Health Alert Network (HAN) Info Service Message: Seasonal Influenza A (H3N2) Virus Infections

- CDC (Aug 4) 

Based on recent detections of influenza A (H3N2) virus infections in a number of states across the U.S., this advisory reminds clinicians to consider influenza as a possible diagnosis when evaluating patients with acute respiratory illnesses, including pneumonia, even during the summer months.

http://www2a.cdc.gov/han/archivesys/ViewMsgV.asp?AlertNum=00316
Locate all H1N1 Flu and Public Health Guidance Documents
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/
H1N1 Information for Healthcare Providers
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/clinicians/
Emergency Preparedness & Response

Investigation Announcement: Multistate Outbreak of Human Typhoid Fever Infections Associated with Frozen Mamey Fruit Pulp - CDC (Aug 12)
CDC is collaborating with public health officials in two states and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to investigate an outbreak of Salmonella infections serotype Typhi. Salmonella Typhi is the bacterium that causes typhoid fever. On August 12, 2010, a total of 7 confirmed and 2 probable individuals infected with a matching strain have been reported.
http://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/typhoidfever/index.html
Health Promotion & Disease Prevention

Human clinical trial of NIH-developed dengue vaccine begins - NIH (Aug 9)
After more than a decade of development at the National Institutes of Health, a vaccine to prevent infection by the mosquito-borne dengue virus has begun human clinical testing. The vaccine was developed by scientists at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and is undergoing clinical study at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health in Baltimore.
http://www.nih.gov/news/health/aug2010/niaid-09.htm 

NIH Seeks to Break New Ground in Reducing Health Disparities - NIH (Aug 5) 

The National Institutes of Health launched a multidisciplinary network of experts who will explore new approaches to understanding the origins of health disparities, or differences in the burden of disease among population groups. The Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR), part of NIH, is contracting with the University of Michigan's School of Public Health, Ann Arbor, to establish the Network on Inequality, Complexity, and Health (NICH). 
http://www.nih.gov/news/health/aug2010/od-05.htm
MMWR

MMWR Weekly - CDC (Aug 12)
The Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) series is prepared by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The data in the weekly MMWR are provisional, based on weekly reports to CDC by state health departments. The following emergency preparedness and response related articles of interest were recently published:

August 12, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 31
· Surveillance for Foodborne Disease Outbreaks - United States, 2007 
· Completion of National Laboratory Inventories for Wild Poliovirus Containment --- Region of the Americas, March 2010 

· Update: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) Regarding Use of CSL Seasonal Influenza Vaccine (Afluria) in the United States During 2010--11 

· Announcement: Interactive CDC DengueMap Available Online 

· Notifiable Diseases and Mortality Tables            
August 06, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 30

· 
?s_cid=ccu081610_019" 
Launching a National Surveillance System After an Earthquake - Haiti, 2010
 


· 
?s_cid=ccu081610_020" 
Rapid Establishment of an Internally Displaced Persons Disease Surveillance System After an Earthquake - Haiti, 2010
 


· 
?s_cid=ccu081610_021" 
QuickStats: Death Rates for the Three Leading Causes of Injury Death - United States, 1979--2007
 

To electronically subscribe to the MMWR, go to http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr and enter your email address in the box entitled Get email updates or click on MMWR Subscriptions.

Food & Drug Safety

Recalls, Market Withdrawals, & Safety Alerts - FDA (Aug 13)
For information on recent FDA recalls, market recalls, and safety alerts please click on the following link: 

http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/default.htm 
July 19-Aug. 2

· 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill
· H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources 
· Emergency Preparedness & Response
· Health Promotion and Disease Prevention: Measles, Shingles
· Emerging Infectious Disease Journal (EID) 
· Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR)
· Food and Drug Safety 
2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill 

Gulf Oil Spill Clinical Guidance- CDC (July 29)
CDC has new Gulf Oil Spill resources available for healthcare providers treating response workers and coastal residents. The clinical guidance and related talking points listed below provide information about potential health hazards, patient care considerations, health effects surveillance data, behavioral health risks and additional resources. 

· NEW: Condensed Human Health Interim Clinical Guidance with Mental Health Guidance 

· Key Points - Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Human Health Interim Clinical Guidance 

· Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill Human Health Interim Clinical Guidance 

Updated: Health Surveillance - CDC (July 27)
The Gulf Coast Oil Spill has the potential to affect human health in addition to the effects already seen on animal and marine life. CDC, along with the affected Gulf Coast states, has developed a plan to track the potential short-term health effects related to the oil spill in the affected communities.

http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/2010gulfoilspill/health_surveillance.asp
New: Hurricanes and the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill - CDC (July 30) 

Hurricanes and tropical storms can present a number of hazards for residents of coastal communities and response workers. The 2010 hurricane season brings concerns about protecting residents and workers in impacted areas from exposure to contaminated waters as a result of the Deepwater Horizon fire, explosion and the continuing oil leak in the Gulf of Mexico. Learn what you can do to protect your health, pets, and property after a storm. 

http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/oilspill_hurricane.asp
Updated: CDC Responds - (July 30) 
CDC regularly updates this website with details about the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill response.
 http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/cdcresponds.asp
For more information and additional Healthcare Professionals resources visit: http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/health_professionals.asp
H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources

Prevention and Control of Influenza with Vaccines: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 2010 - CDC (July 29)
This report updates the 2009 recommendations by CDC's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) regarding the use of influenza vaccine for the prevention and control of influenza. 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr59e0729a1.htm?s_cid=rr59e0729a1_w
FDA Approves Vaccines for the 2010-2011 Influenza Season - FDA (July 30) 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved its vaccines for the 2010-2011 influenza season in the United States.

http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm220718.htm
National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases - CDC Immunization Update 2010 Public Health Training Network Satellite Broadcast and Webcast 

Date: August 5, 2010  

Time: 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM and 12:00 AM - 2:30 PM (ET)

This live broadcast and webcast is CDC’s annual update on the most recent and significant developments in the rapidly changing field of immunization. Anticipated topics include influenza, pneumococcal conjugate, human papillomavirus and meningococcal vaccines. Other emerging issues will be discussed, including the latest information from the June 2010 meeting of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. The 2.5-hour broadcast will occur live from 9:00 to 11:30 am and will be re-broadcast that day from 12:00 noon to 2:30 pm (Eastern Time). Both broadcasts will feature a live question-and-answer session in which participants nationwide can interact with the course instructors via toll-free telephone lines.
http://www2.cdc.gov/PHTN/immupdate2010/default.asp 

Locate all H1N1 Flu and Public Health Guidance Documents
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/
H1N1 Information for Healthcare Providers
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/clinicians/
Emergency Preparedness & Response

Protect Yourself and Others from Wildfire Smoke - CDC (Aug 2) 
Each year, wildfires threaten people living near wild land areas or using recreational facilities in wilderness areas. Dry conditions at various times of the year and in various parts of the United States greatly increase the potential for wildfires. When wildfires burn in your area, they produce smoke that may reach your community. Smoke from wildfires is a mixture of gases and fine particles from burning trees and other plant materials. Smoke can hurt your eyes, irritate your respiratory system, and worsen chronic heart and lung diseases.

http://www.cdc.gov/Features/Wildfires/
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention

Measles: Make Sure Children are Fully Immunized - CDC (July 23)

Measles virus is highly contagious and can spread rapidly in areas and communities where vaccination is not widespread. One of the best ways to protect children from measles and other vaccine-preventable diseases is to vaccinate them on time.  

http://www.cdc.gov/Features/Measles/
Protect Yourself Against Shingles: Get Vaccinated - CDC (July 28)
Almost one out of three people in America will develop shingles during their lifetime. Older people are at greater risk of developing shingles; about half of all cases occur among men and women 60 years old or older.  The only way to reduce the risk of developing shingles and the long-term pain that can follow shingles is to get vaccinated.
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/Shingles/
Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID) Journal – CDC (Aug 2010)

The Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID) journal provides recognition of new and re-emerging infections and understanding of factors involved in disease emergence, prevention, and elimination. It also represents the scientific communications component of CDC's efforts against the threat of emerging infections. See the August 2010 issue of the EID journal at the following link: 
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/eid/ 
MMWR

MMWR Weekly - CDC (July 30)
The Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) series is prepared by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The data in the weekly MMWR are provisional, based on weekly reports to CDC by state health departments. The following emergency preparedness and response related articles of interest were recently published:

July 30, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 29 
· Prevention and Control of Influenza with Vaccines: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), 2010
· Proportion of Workers Who Were Work-Injured and Payment by Workers’ Compensation Systems --- 10 States, 2007 
· Update: Influenza Activity --- United States, 2009--10 Season
· Regional Influenza A (H1N1) 2009 Monovalent Vaccination Campaign --- Skokie, Illinois, October 16--December 31, 2009
· Notifiable Diseases and Mortality Tables 

                                

To electronically subscribe to the MMWR, go to http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr and enter your email address in the box entitled Get email updates or click on MMWR Subscriptions.

Food and Drug Safety

Recalls, Market Withdrawals, & Safety Alerts - FDA (July 30)
For information on recent FDA recalls, market recalls, and safety alerts please click on the following link: 

http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/default.htm 

Serious Medication Errors from Intravenous Administration of Nimodipine Oral Capsules – FDA (Aug 2)
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) alerts healthcare professionals that nimodipine capsules should be given ONLY by mouth or through a feeding tube (nasogastric tube). This oral medication should NEVER be given by intravenous administration. FDA continues to receive reports of intravenous nimodipine use, with serious, sometimes fatal, consequences. Intravenous injection of nimodipine can result in death, cardiac arrest, severe falls in blood pressure, and other heart-related complications

http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DrugSafety/PostmarketDrugSafetyInformationforPatientsandProviders/ucm220386.htm
July 6-19

· 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill
· H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources 
· Emergency Preparedness & Response: Smallpox Vaccine
· Health Promotion and Disease Prevention: Cancer in Children, HIV/AIDS, Fragile X Awareness
· MMWR
· Food and Drug Safety
Title: Promoting Health and Preventing Disease: Childhood and Adult Vaccine Updates and Recommendations 

Speaker: Iyabode Akinsanya-Beysolow, MD, MPH (CDC)
Overview: Disease prevention is the key to public health. Every year, vaccination saves the lives of 2.5 million children and protects over 100 million more from illness and disability.  During this COCA call, a CDC subject matter expert will discuss the most recent Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommendations for pediatric and adult vaccinations, to include newer vaccines and recommended administration schedules. In addition, information on how healthcare providers can easily locate immunization resources to aid in developing immunization administration protocols that foster the promotion of childhood and adult immunizations in provider practices will be discussed. CE credit/contact hours will be available for this call! 


For more information listen to the podcast: http://www2c.cdc.gov/podcasts/player.asp?f=2157273%20
Additional information available at: http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/callinfo.asp
2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill 

Secretary Sebelius Visits Grand Isle Beach and New Orleans to Assess Health Impact of Gulf Oil Spill - HHS (July 11)
Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius visited New Orleans and Grand Isle Beach, Louisiana, as part of the Department's ongoing efforts to address the public health and mental health aspects of the Gulf Oil Spill. She was joined by HHS officials Dr. James Galloway, health liaison to the National Incident Command, and Dr. Eric Broderick, Deputy Administrator, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).

http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/07/20100710a.html
New: Gulf Oil Spill 2010: Dispersants (July 14) 

http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/dispersants.asp
New: Seafood Safety Following the Gulf Oil Spill (July 12)
http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/seafood_safety.asp
New: Managing Stress During the Gulf Oil Spill (July 12)
http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/managing_stress.asp
Updated: CDC Responds (July 9)
CDC regularly updates this website with details about the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill response.
http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/cdcresponds.asp
 

H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources

WHO Updates International H1N1 Flu Situation - WHO (July 16)

As of July16, 2010, than 214 countries and overseas territories or communities have reported laboratory confirmed cases of pandemic influenza H1N1 2009, including over 18,337deaths. WHO is actively monitoring the progress of the pandemic through frequent consultations with the WHO Regional Offices and Member States and through monitoring of multiple sources of information. 

http://www.who.int/csr/don/2010_07_16/en/index.html
                               

NIH Scientists Advance Universal Flu Vaccine - NIH (July 15)
A universal influenza vaccine — so-called because it could potentially provide protection from all flu strains for decades — may become a reality because of research led by scientists from the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of Health. In experiments with mice, ferrets and monkeys, the investigators used a two-step immunization approach to elicit infection-fighting antibodies that attacked a diverse array of influenza virus strains. Current flu vaccines do not generate such broadly neutralizing antibodies, so they must be re-formulated annually to match the predominant virus strains circulating each year. 

http://www.nih.gov/news/health/jul2010/niaid-15.htm 

Locate all H1N1 Flu and Public Health Guidance Documents
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/
H1N1 Information for Healthcare Providers
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/clinicians/
Emergency Preparedness & Response

First Smallpox Vaccine for Special Populations Delivered Under Project BioShield - HHS (July 14)
Delivery to the Strategic National Stockpile of the first 1 million doses of the nation’s first smallpox vaccine for certain immune-compromised populations is now complete as the result of a Project BioShield contract. Under this contract the Danish company Bavarian Nordic is manufacturing and delivering 20 million doses of its next generation smallpox vaccine known as modified vaccinia Ankara (MVA) or Imvamune. In an emergency, such as the virus being obtained from a secure lab and used in an act of terrorism, the vaccine may be authorized for use to protect people who have weakened immune systems, specifically HIV persons who have not progressed to AIDS.

http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/07/20100714c.html
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention

Cancer & Children: Cancer Prevention Starts in Childhood - CDC (July 19)

Reduce your children's risk of getting many types of cancer later in life. Start by helping them adopt a healthy lifestyle with good eating habits and plenty of exercise to keep a healthy weight. Then follow the tips below to help prevent specific types of cancer.
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/CancerAndChildren/ 

National Fragile X Awareness Day - CDC (July 19)
July 22, 2010 is National Fragile X Awareness Day. Fragile X syndrome is the most common known cause of intellectual disability that can be inherited. CDC and its partners have been working on several public health activities to find out more about fragile X syndrome.
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/FragileX/
National HIV/AIDS Strategy - HHS (July 13)
On Tuesday, July 13, President Obama released the new National HIV/AIDS Strategy. This strategy is an across-the-board approach that calls for a more coordinated national response to achieve three primary, concrete goals:  (1) reduce new HIV infections, (2) increase access to care and optimize health outcomes for people with HIV/AIDS, and (3) reduce HIV-related health disparities.
http://aids.gov/federal-resources/policies/national-hiv-aids-strategy/  

MMWR

MMWR Weekly - CDC (July 09)
The Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) series is prepared by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The data in the weekly MMWR are provisional, based on weekly reports to CDC by state health departments. The following emergency preparedness and response related articles of interest were recently published:

July 09, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 26 

· 
?s_cid=ccu071910_011" 
Notes from the Field: Pertussis


· 
?s_cid=ccu071910_012" 
Notes from the Field: Salmonella Newport Infections Associated with Consumption of Unpasteurized Milk - Utah, April - June 2010


· 
?s_cid=ccu071910_013" 
Notifiable Diseases and Mortality Tables

                                

To electronically subscribe to the MMWR, go to http://www.cdc.gov/mmwrand enter your email address in the box entitled Get email updates or click on MMWR Subscriptions.

Food and Drug Safety

Recalls, Market Withdrawals, & Safety Alerts - FDA (July 16)
For information on recent FDA recalls, market recalls, and safety alerts please click on the following link: 

http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/default.htm 

FDA Warns Consumers, Pharmacists, and Wholesalers Not to Use Stolen Advair Diskus Inhalers - FDA (July 16)
The FDA is warning the public that certain Advair Diskus inhalers stolen from a distribution warehouse in 2009 have been found in some pharmacies. The safety and effectiveness of the stolen inhalers cannot be assured and they should not be used. Advair Diskus (fluticasone propionate and salmeterol inhalation powder) is an inhalerused to treat patients with asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. The products were reported stolen in August 2009 from a GlaxoSmithKline warehouse near Richmond, Va. 

http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm219397.htm 

New Smartphone App Alerts Consumers to Food and Product Recall Info, Allows Reporting of Questionable Items – USDA (July 2)
Using information from several agencies across the government, including the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS) and the Department of Health and Human Services' Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the Products Recall app for the Android smartphone is a powerful tool that will help reduce foodborne illness and enhance the lives of Americans.
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/!ut/p/c4/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os_gAC9-wMJ8QY0MDpxBDA09nXw9DFxcXQ-cAA_2CbEdFAEUOjoE!/
June 21-July 6

· 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill
· H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources and Updates
· Emergency Preparedness & Response: Hurricane Resources
· EID
· MMWR
· Food and Drug Safety 

· Summertime Safety
2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill 

NEW! Interim Guidance for Protecting Deepwater Horizon Response Workers and Volunteers - CDC (June 25)

Recommendations contained in the Interim Guidance will be updated as more information about exposures is collected and assessed in relationship to the incidence and prevalence of symptoms, illnesses and injuries. The specific recommendations provided in this Interim Guidance focus on issues specific to the Deepwater Horizon Response. 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/protecting/
NEW! NOAA, FDA, and Gulf Coast State Officials Affirm Commitment to Ensuring Safety of Gulf Coast Seafood - FDA (June 25)

Gulf State health and fisheries officials joined with senior leaders from several federal agencies to affirm a shared commitment to ensuring the safety of seafood coming out of the Gulf of Mexico, through closures of affected waters, surveillance, and with an eye toward reopening closed waters as soon as possible, consistent with public health goals.
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm217635.htm
Updated: CDC Gulf Oil Spill Webpage - CDC (July 1)

CDC has been responding to the Oil Spill in the Gulf, and we know that many of our partners have also been engaged.  You’ll find new and updated information for coastal residents, clinicians, response workers, and others at CDC’s Oil Spill Web site. 
http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/ 

Updated: CDC Deepwater Horizon Fact Sheets - CDC (July 3) 

The information provided on this website provides a variety of facts on a multitude of topic areas associated with the Deepwater Horizon Response.
http://www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com/go/doctype/2931/53023/
Updated: Health Surveillance - CDC (July 6)
CDC, with state and local health departments, is conducting surveillance across the Gulf States for health effects possibly related to the oil spill using national and state-based surveillance systems.  For the most recent Health Surveillance data through July 6, 2010, check out the CDC Health Surveillance Report. 
http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/2010gulfoilspill/health_surveillance.asp 

Updated: Environmental Surveillance - EPA (July 6)

Learn more about EPA’s response to the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico and environmental surveillance reports related to the spill.
www.epa.gov/bpspill/ 

H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources and Updates

Locate all H1N1 Flu and Public Health Guidance Documents
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/
H1N1 Information for Healthcare Providers
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/clinicians/
Emergency Preparedness & Response: Hurricane Resources

Updated: Hurricane Preparedness - CDC (June 30)
You can't stop a tropical storm or hurricane, but you can take steps now to protect yourself and your family. This CDC Feature will provide you with key facts about hurricane preparedness.
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/HurricanePreparedness/
Updated: Hurricane Health & Safety Tips - CDC (June 30)
Get important, timely tips from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Hurricane Preparedness web site. The site also contains fact sheets, podcasts, and other resources to help you stay safe and healthy in a storm.

http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/
NEW! A Consumer's Guide to Food Safety: Severe Storms and Hurricanes - USDA (July 2)

Did you know that a flood, fire, national disaster, or the loss of power from high winds, snow, or ice could jeopardize the safety of your food? Knowing how to determine if food is safe and how to keep food safe will help minimize the potential loss of food and reduce the risk of foodborne illness. This Consumer's Guide will help you make the right decisions for keeping your family safe during an emergency.
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/Fact_sheets/Severe_Storms_and_Hurricanes_Guide/index.asp
Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID) Journal – CDC (July 2010)

The Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID) journal provides recognition of new and re-emerging infections and understanding of factors involved in disease emergence, prevention, and elimination. It also represents the scientific communications component of CDC's efforts against the threat of emerging infections. See the July 2010 issue of the EID journal at the following link: 
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/eid/ 
MMWR

MMWR Weekly - CDC (July 2)
The Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) series is prepared by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The data in the weekly MMWR are provisional, based on weekly reports to CDC by state health departments. The following emergency preparedness and response related articles of interest were recently published:

July 2, 2010 / Vol. 59 (Number 25); Pg. 769-772, 773-775, 780, & 782-795

· West Nile Virus Activity --- United States, 2009
· Vaccinia Virus Infection After Sexual Contact with a Military Smallpox Vaccine --- Washington, 2010
· Immunization Update 2010 Webcast 

· Notifiable Diseases and Mortality Tables 

To electronically subscribe to the MMWR, go to http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr and enter your email address in the box entitled Get email updates or click on MMWR Subscriptions.
Food and Drug Safety

Recalls, Market Withdrawals, & Safety Alerts - FDA (July 2)
For information on recent FDA recalls, market recalls, and safety alerts please click on the following link: http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/default.htm 
Summertime Safety

USDA Offers Summer Grilling Tips - USDA (June 28)
USDA has four basic steps to help you Be Food Safe and declare independence from foodborne illness any time of year. Learn more by clicking on the following link:
http://www.foodconsumer.org/newsite/Politics/Advisories/usda_offers_summer_grilling_tips_2806100748.html 

Summertime Outdoor Safety - CDC (July 2)
The return of warmer temperatures brings thoughts of freedom, relaxation, exploration, and being closer to nature. Whether you're relaxing in the backyard, turning up your garden, enjoying the pool, or exploring the great outdoors, here are some ways to help keep you and your family healthy this spring and summer.

http://www.cdc.gov/Features/SummertimeSafety/
June 22

Leveraging the Electronic Health Record for Public Health Alerting

Title: Leveraging the Electronic Health Record for Public Health Alerting

Speaker: Nedra Garrett, MS (CDC)

With the passage of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and its focus on Electronic Health Record (EHR) systems, public health has an unprecedented opportunity to leverage the information, technologies and standards enabled by this effort to support critical public health functions such as alerting and surveillance.

Please join us for this COCA conference call, in which a CDC subject matter expert will discuss strategies to increase compliance with public health recommendations and guidelines, as well as, the role of EHR systems in improving dissemination of public health information at point-of-care.

CE credit/contact hours will be available! 

COCA will archive all call materials (audio, presentation, and transcript) once available on our website: http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/confcall_archive.asp 
Continuing Education Credits

Please remember that if you cannot participate in the live COCA Conference Call, you can still get CE credit/contact hours! Simply download the PowerPoint and follow along with the audio file, both of which will be posted on the coca website after the call and then complete the on-line evaluation within a year http://www2a.cdc.gov/TCEOnline/ .

Continuing Education guidelines require that the attendance of all who participate in COCA Conference Calls be properly documented. ALL Continuing Education credits/contact hours (CME, CNE, CEU, CECH, and ACPE) for COCA Conference Calls are issued online through CDC Training & Continuing Education Online http://www2a.cdc.gov/TCEOnline/ .

CE certificates can be printed immediately upon completion of your online evaluation. A cumulative transcript of all CDC/ATSDR CE’s obtained through the CDC Training & Continuing Education Online System will be maintained for each user.

CME: CDC is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians. CDC designates this educational activity for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

CNE: CDC is accredited as a provider of Continuing Nursing Education by the American Nurses Credentialing Center's Commission on Accreditation. 
This activity provides 1 contact hour.

CEU: CDC has been approved as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET), 1760 Old Meadow Road, Suite 500, McLean, VA 22102.  The CDC is authorized by IACET to offer 0.1 IACET CEU's for this program.

CECH: CDC is a designated provider of continuing education contact hours (CECH) in health education by the National Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc. This program is a designated event for the CHES to receive 1 Category I contact hour in health education, CDC provider number GA0082.

ACPE: CDC is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education as a provider of continuing pharmacy education. This program is a designated event for pharmacist to receive 1.0 Contact Hours in pharmacy education.
June 7-21

· 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill
· H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources and Updates: Counterfeit Tamiflu sold on Internet
· Emergency Preparedness & Response: Hurricane Safety, Summer Food Safety
· MMWR
· Food and Drug Safety 

2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill 

Updated: Health Surveillance - CDC (June 18)
CDC, with state and local health departments, is conducting surveillance across the Gulf States for health effects possibly related to the oil spill using national and state-based surveillance systems.  For the most recent Health Surveillance data through June 5, 2010 visit: http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/2010gulfoilspill/health_surveillance.asp
Updated: CDC Gulf Oil Spill Webpage - CDC (June 18)

CDC has been responding to the Oil Spill in the Gulf, and we know that many of our partners have also been engaged.  You’ll find new and updated information for coastal residents, clinicians, response workers, and others at CDC’s Oil Spill Web site. 
http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/ 

New: Gulf Oil Spill Information for Pregnant Women - CDC (June 18)
http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/2010gulfoilspill/pregnancy_oilspill.asp
Environmental Surveillance - EPA (June 18)
www.epa.gov/bpspill/ 

Deepwater Horizon Fact Sheets
http://www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com/go/doctype/2931/53023/
H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources and Updates

WHO Updates International H1N1 Flu Situation - WHO (June 18)

Overall pandemic influenza activity remains low worldwide with geographically limited circulation of pandemic influenza virus in parts of the tropics. As of June 13, 2010, more than 214 countries and overseas territories or communities have reported laboratory confirmed cases of pandemic influenza H1N1 2009, including over 18172 deaths. WHO is actively monitoring the progress of the pandemic through frequent consultations with the WHO Regional Offices and Member States. 
http://www.who.int/csr/don/2010_06_18/en/index.html 

Tamiflu: Counterfeit Product Sold on Internet - FDA (June 17)
FDA notified consumers and healthcare professionals about a potentially harmful product represented as “Generic Tamiflu” sold over the Internet. FDA tests revealed that the fraudulent product does not contain Tamiflu’s active ingredient, oseltamivir, but cloxacillin, an ingredient in the same class of antibiotics as penicillin. Patients who are allergic to penicillin products are at risk of experiencing similar reactions from cloxacillin. The FDA advises anyone possessing or encountering any of these fraudulent Tamiflu drugs not to use them and to contact the FDA's Office of Criminal Investigations by visiting the OCI website (http://www.fda.gov/OCI).
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/MedWatch/SafetyInformation/SafetyAlertsforHumanMedicalProducts/ucm216183.htm 

Q & A: Average and Median Ages of 2009 H1N1-Related Deaths in the United States, Spring and Fall 2009 - CDC (June 17)
This document provides information about the average and median ages of 2009 H1N1-related deaths that occurred in the United States in the spring and fall of 2009.

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/ages_deaths.htm 

Deaths and Hospitalizations Related to 2009 Pandemic Influenza A (H1N1) - Greece, May 2009 - February 2010 - CDC/MMWR (June 14)
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) June 11, 2010 / 59(22); 682-686. This report summarizes the findings in Greece during May 18, 2009--February 28, 2010, when 18,075 laboratory-confirmed 2009 H1N1 cases, 294 ICU admissions, and 140 deaths were reported. The majority of severe 2009 H1N1 cases were associated with underlying medical conditions (68.4% of ICU admissions and 82.1% of deaths), including pregnancy.
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5922a2.htm 

2009 H1N1 Pandemic: Summary Highlights of CDC's Response, April 2009-April 2010 - CDC (June 16)  
This document summarizes key events of the 2009 H1N1 pandemic and CDC's response activities for historical purposes.
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/cdcresponse.htm 

Locate all H1N1 Flu and Public Health Guidance Documents
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/
H1N1 Information for Healthcare Providers
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/clinicians/
Emergency Preparedness & Response

Hurricane Health & Safety Tips - CDC (June 18)
Get important, timely tips from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Hurricane Preparedness web site. The site also contains fact sheets, podcasts, and other resources to help you stay safe and healthy in a storm.

http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/ 

Sebelius Announces New $250 Million Investment to Lay Foundation for Prevention and Public Health - HHS (June 18)
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced $250 million in new Affordable Care Act investments to support prevention activities and develop the nation’s public health infrastructure. These investments are the second allocation from the new $500 million Prevention and Public Health fund and will go to Community and Clinical Prevention, Public Health Infrastructure, Research and Tracking, and Public Health Training.
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/06/20100618g.html 

Fun Summer Days - NIH (June 7)  
The warmer weather brings lots of new opportunities to improve your health: plenty of fresh, local produce and more choices for outside activities. Read more about safe summer fun at the link below.

http://newsinhealth.nih.gov/issue/Jun2010/Feature1 

MMWR

MMWR Weekly - CDC (June 18)
The Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) series is prepared by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The data in the weekly MMWR are provisional, based on weekly reports to CDC by state health departments. The following emergency preparedness and response related articles of interest were recently published:

June 18, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 23 / Pg. 705 - 736 

· Travel-Associated Dengue Surveillance --- United States, 2006--2008 
· Notifiable Diseases and Mortality Tables 

 June 11, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 22 / Pg. 677 - 704 
· Addition of Severe Combined Immunodeficiency as a Contraindication for Administration of Rotavirus Vaccine 
To electronically subscribe to the MMWR, go to www.cdc.gov/mmwr and enter your email address in the box entitled Get email updates or click on MMWR Subscriptions.

Food and Drug Safety

Recalls, Market Withdrawals, & Safety Alerts - FDA (June 18)
For information on recent FDA recalls, market recalls, and safety alerts please click on the following link: http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/default.htm
Mcneil Consumer Healthcare Recalls Four Product Lots of Benadryl Allergy Ultratab Tablets, 100 Count, and One Product Lot of Extra Strength Tylenol Rapid Release Gels, 50 Count - FDA (June 15)

This recall is a follow-up to the product recall that McNeil Consumer Healthcare announced on January 15th, 2010 and is being taken because the products were inadvertently omitted from the initial recall action. The additional lots involved are four product lots of BENADRYL ALLERGY ULTRATAB TABLETS, 100 count, sold in the U.S.; and one product lot of EXTRA STRENGTH TYLENOL Rapid Release Gels, 50 count sold in the U.S., Trinidad and Tobago, Bermuda, and Puerto Rico. For specific recall information visit: http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm215921.htm  
June 1-7

· 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill
· H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources and Updates
· Emergency Preparedness & Response: CO Poisoning Prevention, Dengue Outbreak
· Food and Drug Safety
It’s a Small World After All: Dengue and Malaria in U.S Residents - 

Recognizing and Treating These Mosquito-borne Diseases 
Presenters: 

David Townes, MD, MPH, LCDR, U.S. Public Health Service, 
Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer

Malaria Branch, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Christopher Gregory,  MD, MPH

Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer
Dengue Branch, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Overview:

Dengue is the most common vector-borne viral disease in the world, causing an estimated 50 – 100 million infections and 25,000 deaths each year. Cases of dengue in returning U.S. travelers have increased steadily during the past 20 years. Malaria is a major global public health problem.  In the United States, approximately 1,000 – 1,500 cases of malaria are reported annually to CDC. The reemergence of dengue in Florida as well as the threat posed to the United States from other emerging mosquito-borne disease emphasizes the necessity for strong vector-borne surveillance and mosquito control infrastructure to rapidly identify and control outbreaks of dengue or other mosquito-borne diseases. Join us for this informative COCA conference call where CDC subject matter experts will discuss the evolving epidemiology of the two most prevalent mosquito-borne diseases worldwide, describe prevention strategies for dengue and malaria, and identify key points in diagnosis and treatment for dengue and malaria.

For more information: http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/callinfo.asp
2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill 

CDC and ATSDR responders are in close communication with other federal agencies and with state health departments, and will work together to recommend measures to protect the public’s health. The agencies are working with the states, emergency responders, and medical professionals to track any health concerns that may be related to the oil spill.  CDC and ATSDR recommend that residents continue to pay attention to local and state health officials’ specific health and safety recommendations for their areas.
More About the Public Health Role in Disaster Response 


Deep Horizon Fact Sheets 
http://www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com/go/doctype/2931/53023/

CDC 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill Resources

http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/index.asp 



H1N1 and Seasonal Influenza Resources and Updates

Preliminary Results: Surveillance for Guillain – Barré Syndrome After Receipt of Influenza A (H1N1) 2009 Monovalent Vaccine – United States, 2009 – 2010 – CDC/MMWR – Jun 04
To monitor influenza A (H1N1) 2009 monovalent vaccine safety, several federal surveillance systems, including CDC's Emerging Infections Program (EIP), are being used. In October 2009, EIP began active surveillance to assess the risk for GBS after 2009 H1N1 vaccination. Preliminary results from an analysis in EIP comparing GBS patients hospitalized through March 31, 2010, who did and did not receive 2009 H1N1 vaccination showed an estimated age-adjusted rate ratio of 1.77 (GBS incidence of 1.92 per 100,000 person-years among vaccinated persons and 1.21 per 100,000 person-years among unvaccinated persons).


?s_cid=ccu060710_003" 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5921a3.htm


WHO Updates International H1N1 Situation – WHO – Jun 04
As of 30 May, worldwide more than 214 countries and overseas territories or communities have reported laboratory confirmed cases of pandemic influenza H1N1 2009, including over 18,138 deaths.
http://www.who.int/csr/don/2010_06_04/en/index.html
Locate all H1N1 Flu and Public Health Guidance Documents
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/
H1N1 Information for Healthcare Providers
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/clinicians/
Emergency Preparedness & Response

Carbon Monoxide (CO) Poisoning Prevention – CDC – Jun 03
CO is found in fumes produced by portable generators, stoves, lanterns, and gas ranges, or by burning charcoal and wood. CO from these sources can build up in enclosed or partially enclosed spaces. People and animals in these spaces can be poisoned and can die from breathing CO.  If you don't have a battery-powered or battery back-up CO alarm, now is a great time to buy one.  Every year, more than 400 people die in the U. S. from accidental CO poisoning.
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/COpoisoning/

Update: Dengue, Tropical and Subtropical Regions – CDC – Jun 02
Dengue fever is the most common cause of fever in travelers returning from the Caribbean, Central America, and South Central Asia.  Dengue infections are commonly reported from most tropical countries of the South Pacific, Asia, the Caribbean, the Americas, and Africa.  Travelers can reduce their risk of getting dengue fever by protecting themselves from mosquito bites. For more information on this topic please go to the following web link below:
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/content/outbreak-notice/dengue-tropical-sub-tropical.aspx

Welcome to Knowledge to Action Science Clips, CDC's new weekly digest! – CDC – Jun 03
Each week, to enhance awareness of emerging scientific knowledge, selected science clips will be posted for the public health community. The focus is applied public health research and prevention science that has the capacity to improve health now.
http://www.cdc.gov/phlic/sciclips/
Food and Drug Safety

Stay Safe During National Safety Month – CDC – Jun 03
June is National Safety Month– an ideal time to focus on steps you can take to keep yourself and those you care about safe from unintentional poisoning.
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/PoisonPrevention/
Sagent Pharmaceuticals Initiates a Nationwide Voluntary Recall of All Lots of Ondansetron – FDA – Jun 07 
Sagent Pharmaceuticals, Inc. announced the voluntary nationwide recall of all lots of ondansetron injection in 5% dextrose 32mg / 50 mL (NDC number 25021-776-50) manufactured by Claris Lifesciences and distributed by Sagent. The lot numbers being recalled are: A090309, A090310, A090311 and A090312, which were distributed to hospitals, wholesalers and distributors nationwide from August 2009 through May 2010. Ondansetron injection is an intravenous product used to treat nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy or surgery and is supplied in a single dose plastic container. 
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm214244.htm
Recalls, Market Withdrawals, & Safety Alerts - FDA – Jun 07
For information on recent FDA recalls, market recalls & safety alerts please click on the following link: http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/default.htm
