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News You Can Use 
A newsletter of the Indiana Rural Health Association 

January 6, 2010 
 

 
 

In this Issue: 
- IRHAôs 8th Annual Indiana Rural Health Public Policy Forum January 19, 

2010 
- IRHAôs 13th Annual Indiana Rural Health Conference June 15 and 16, 2010 
              Exhibit/Sponsorship Opportunities 
             Call for Posters 
- The SHINE Project Needs Your Help 
- NHTSA Child Passenger Safety Technician Training 
- Child Safety Seat Inspections Offered Free of Charge 
- Staying Ahead of the Curve:  Creating Contemporary Volunteer Programs 
- NRHAôs Annual Rural Health Policy Institute 
- Indiana AHEC Annual Meeting April 13, 2010 

 
 
 
 

8th Annual Indiana Rural Health Public Policy Forum 
You Wonôt Want to Miss It 

 
This is a reminder that the Indiana Rural Health Association is hosting the 8th Annual Indiana Rural 
Health Public Policy Forum on Tuesday, January 19, 2010, at the Hyatt Regency in downtown 
Indianapolis.  Please take some time to review the powerful agenda below and outstanding list of 
speakers. Invite your legislator to join you for lunch as your guest.  Bring others from your community.   
  
Plan now to invite others, attend yourself, and participate in our legislative process. 
Register to attend and/or register to be a sponsor or exhibitor by going to the IRHA website at 
www.indianaruralhealth.org and click on ñEventsò tab. 

Limited number of vendor spaces available.  Reserve your space now!!! 

Thank you to our sponsors/exhibitors.  They are as follows: 

Gold 
Indiana Hospital Association 

Meyer Najem 
St. Vincent Health 

Silver 
Indiana Fiber Network 

Morrison Kattman Menze 
OfficeWorks 
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Bronze 
Assured Healthcare 

Breaking New Ground 
Covering Kids & Families of Indiana 

Indiana Perinatal Network 
Indiana Rural Development 

IU National Center of Excellence in Women's Health 
IU School of Nursing, IUPUI, Department of Adult Health 

National Kidney Foundation of Indiana 
State Health Insurance (SHIP) 

Walden University 

 

8th Annual Indiana Rural Health Public Policy Forum 
January 19, 2010 

Hyatt Regency, One South Capitol Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana 
 

I. 
Registration, 

Continental Breakfast, and Visit 
with Exhibitors 

 8:00 a.m. 

 
II. 
 

Welcome 
 
Kathy Cook, President, IRHA  
 

9:00 a.m. 

III. Welcome from U.S. Senator 
Richard G. Lugarôs Office 

 
Lane Ralph, Deputy State Director 
Senator Richard G. Lugarôs Office  
 

9:05 a.m. 

IV. 

 
Healthcare Issues  

from the National Perspective 
 

Brock Slabach 
Senior Vice President, NRHA  9:10 a.m. 

V. Break and Visit with Exhibitors 
 
 
 

9:45 a.m. 

VI. 
 

AHA  - Impact of Health Reform 
on Rural Health 

 

John Suplitt  
American Hospital Association 
 

10:15 a.m. 

VII. 

 
Indiana Health Coverage 

Programs  
Updates for Rural Health 

 

 
Shantel Silnes 
Provider Field Consultant 
HP Enterprise Services 
 

11:00 a.m. 

VIII. 

 
Effective Outreach and 

Enrollment Strategies to Maximize 
Reimbursement 

 

Marci Toler  
Director of Enrollment Assistance 
Covering Kids & Families Indiana 

11:15 a.m. 

IX. 
 

Rural Caucus 
 

Senator Jean Leising  11:30 a.m. 

X. 

 
Lunch and Presentation on Health 

Care Issues from the State 
Perspective; Visit with Exhibitors 

 

 Lieutenant Governor Becky Skillman  12:00 noon 
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1  Matthew Brooks, BS  
2  Larry Ulrich, PharmD  
3  Jonathan Neufeld, PhD, HSPP  XI. 

 
A Coordinated Mental Health 
Delivery System Helps Rural 

Populations  4  Kathy Cook, ASPIN, to facilitate panel 

Panel 
Discussion 
1:15 p.m. 

XII. The 119th General Assembly and 
Rural Health 

 
Brian Tabor, BS, MS  
Vice President, Government Relations 
Indiana Hospital Association 
 

2:15 p.m. 

XIII. 
 

Summary and Adjournment 
 

Spencer Grover, IHA 3:00 p.m. 

 

 
Join Us in 2010 for the 13th Annual Rural Health Conference 

June 15 and 16, 2010 
Indianapolis Marriott East 

 
Register to attend the Annual Conference and/or register to Sponsor/Exhibit by going to 
the IRHA website at www.indianaruralhealth.org and click on the ñAnnual 
Conferenceò tab. 
 

 

 
SPONSOR AND/OR EXHIBIT AT THE IRHA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

You are cordially invited to take advantage of the opportunity to sponsor and/or exhibit at the IRHA 
Annual Conference on June 15-16, 2010.  

Download a listing of sponsor and exhibit benefits and register online to sponsor/exhibit by visiting the 
IRHA website and clicking on the ñAnnual Conferenceò tab. 

The event is designed to provide health care leaders in rural/small communities of Indiana with 
networking and educational opportunities, as well as renewed motivation to tackle their challenging jobs. 
Last year, more than 420 health care providers, government representatives, rural community leaders, 
educators, and students attended the Conference. 

 

 
CALL FOR POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

The Indiana Rural Health Association (IRHA) is now accepting proposals for the poster session of the 
IRHA 2010 Annual Conference. The poster session will provide an opportunity for an informal exchange 
of information on innovative educational curricula, health practice projects, community outreach initiatives, 
research or other health-related projects. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to present. 

Visit the IRHA Annual Conference page on the IRHA website to submit a poster proposal. 

Thank You to the IRHA 2010 Poster Contest Underwriter ï Benefit Strategies, Inc. 
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The SHINE (Statewide HIV/AIDS Information Network) Project, funded by the 
U.S. National Library of Medicine (NLM) needs your help. The SHINE Project 
recently updated its online Toolkit for Clinicians, and the Project would like 
your feedback before January 31, 2010. The activity will require just a few 
minutes of your time, on a day and time at your convenience. Please read on 
and consider this Call for Participation. 
 
The SHINE Project seeks to connect clinicians, public health professionals, and 
consumers to information resources to improve the diagnosis, treatment, and 
management of HIV/AIDS. The SHINE Project is especially concerned with 

meeting the information needs of clinicians, many of whom practice in small and rural settings, who do 
not often treat HIV/AIDS but nonetheless need access to the latest evidence-based guidelines and 
practice recommendations to appropriately care for their patients who do have these conditions. 
 
The online Toolkit for Clinicians is aimed at providing a wealth of information resources to practicing 
clinicians, including information on EBM guidelines and information resources based in Indiana. The 
SHINE Project needs your help to evaluate the effectiveness and usability of the toolkit. SHINE Project 
team members are seeking practicing clinicians to volunteer approximately 20-30 minutes of their time 
to participate in a remote usability test. 
 
The testing will be conducted using the telephone and a computer connected to the Internet. The 
location of the test is your choice, although a quiet space in the office or at home is recommended. 
Everything you need to participate in the test will be provided over the Internet during the testing 
period, meaning you do not have to complete paperwork or surveys before or after the actual time 
reserved for the test. Test links and information will be provided to you once you have scheduled a test 
in advance with a member of the SHINE Project team. Your answers and feedback will be strictly 
confidential, and candor will be encouraged as the project team needs your honest feedback. 
 
Your participation in this event is voluntary, and very important to the SHINE Project. The feedback you 
provide will be used to enhance the online Toolkit for Clinicians, improving the information resources 
available to providers throughout the State of Indiana and beyond. To learn more and schedule a time 
to participate, please contact Brian Dixon (bdixon@regenstrief.org or 317-423-5582) at your earliest 
convenience. Day and evening times are available. The deadline for participation is January 31, 2010. 
  
Sincerely, 
Kellie Kaneshiro (SHINE Project Coordinator) 
Brian Dixon (SHINE Project Consultant) 

 

 

 

 

 

- 
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NHTSA Child Passenger Safety Technician Training  
January 16, 17, 23 & 24, 2010ï Bloomington Township Fire Department, Bloomington, IN  
Cost - $75.00  (limited scholarships are available) 
This is a 32-hour national certification course that focuses on child passenger safety.  This course 
includes information on how to properly select and install child safety seats.  Also covered will be vehicle 
safety features.  At the end of the course, a car seat clinic will be conducted to assist families with their 
car seat installations.  Attendance is required on all 4 days in order to become a certified technician. 
Contact ï Jennifer Hacker, 800.543.6227, or jh230@iupui.edu  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Child Safety Seat Inspections Offered Free of Charge 

by Permanent Fitting Stations 
 
In an effort to protect Indiana’s children from motor vehicle injuries and deaths *, the Automotive Safety 
Program at Riley Hospital for Children, Indiana University School of Medicine, with funding from the 
Indiana Criminal Justice Institute, has established a network of 122 Permanent Fitting Stations located in 
63 of the 92 counties in Indiana.     
 
Permanent Fitting Stations are places where a parent/caregiver can schedule an appointment to have their 
child’s safety seat inspected by a certified child passenger safety technician (CPST).  The CPST will 
check the child’s current seat for recalls, proper fit, and proper installation.  The parent/caregiver is 
instructed how to properly use and install the child safety seat.  A PFS may provide a child safety seat to 
children participating in any public assistance program, based on availability. 
 
Last year there were 9,797 inspections completed through the ASP network of Permanent Fitting Stations 
and 4,204 child safety seats were provided to children who qualified under financial need.   
 
A complete listing of permanent fitting station locations can be viewed at 
http://www.preventinjury.org/fittingStation.asp.  Please refer parents or caregivers to the permanent 
fitting station nearest to them or direct them to the Automotive Safety Program at 1.800.KID.N.CAR. 
 
The Automotive Safety Program also offers a variety of child passenger safety brochures free of charge to 
Indiana residents and organizations.  You may order brochures by logging onto www.preventinjury.org or 
by calling 1.800.KID.N.CAR. 
 
 
 
* Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of injury-related deaths among children ages 14 and under.  Over 
4,400 children were injured or killed in Indiana motor vehicle crashes in 2008.   
 
Edited 01.04.10 

 

http://www.preventinjury.org/fittingStation.asp
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National Rural Health Association

   
Change is coming to rural America, and you can impact that change. 
21st Annual Rural Health Policy Institute 
Jan. 25-27, Washington, D.C. 

1. Meet with your members of Congress and the Obama Administration and national 
health care experts to learn how you can gain health reform dollars and make legislation 
work for rural patients and providers.  

2. Hear a policy update from Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric K. Shinseki 
during the Tribute to Rural Veterans luncheon.  

3. Discover how one person can make a difference during the $25 Advocacy 101 pre-
conference workshop on Jan. 24, and leave with the tools to be a successful rural health 
advocate. 

Visit www.RuralHealthWeb.org/pi for more information and to save.    
 
    

National Rural Health Association 
521 E. 63rd Street, Kansas City, MO 64110-3329 
Phone - 816.756.3140 ext 12 Fax - 816.756.3144 

NRHA Services Corporation 
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IRHA Staff 
 
 
Don Kelso                 Cindy Large 
Executive Director Network Director  
dkelso@indianarha.org clarge@indianarha.org  
Ext. 224       Ext. 229  
 
Tina Elliott       Dana Stidham 
Assistant Director      Rural Clinic/EP Coordinator 
telliott@indianarha.org      dstidham@indianarha.org 
Ext. 222       812/342-6492 or 812/343-2030 
        
Laura Carlson             
  
Office Manager       Susan Gofourth      
lcarlson@indianarha.org     CAH Program Coordinator 
Ext. 221       sgofourth@indianarha.org 
        Ext. 228     
Becky Sanders 
Associate Project Coordinator     Matt Serricchio 
FCC Pilot Program      Special Projects Coordinator 
bsanders@indianarha.org     mserricchio@indianarha.org   
317/517-3961       317/989-3411 
 
Jim Miller 
IRHA Project Director 
Indiana Collaborative for Healthier Rural Communities 
jmiller@indianarha.org 
317/332-3305 
 
IRHA Office 
2901 Ohio Blvd., Suite 110 
Terre Haute, IN 47803 
Office Phone:  812/478-3919 
Office Fax:      812/232-8602 
 
 
     www.indianaruralhealth.org  


