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8th Annual Indiana Rural Health Public Policy Forum

The Indiana Rural Health Association hosted its 8th Annual Indiana Rural Health Public Policy Forum on
Tuesday, January 19, 2010, at the Hyatt Regency in downtown Indianapolis. Each year at this event,
Spencer Grover, fiThe Closer,0 gives his summary remarks before the adjournment. Here is his summary:

SUMMARY AND CLOSING REMARKS (by Spencer Grover, IHA)
8™ Annual Indiana Rural Health Public Policy Forum
January 19, 2009

It is my pleasure to try to summarize the events of today. As Kathy Cook alluded
to in her opening remarks, we are in a state of constant change. However, the
constant support of Senator Lugar and Lane Ralph over the last 8 years has been
wonderful. Senator Lugar is a big supporter of IRHA and our mission. We thank
him deeply.

Brock Slabach of the National Rural Health Association revealed that IRHA is
referred to as a AISTARO of rural health associations around the country. We fiput
rural health policy front and center.0 Brock explained the differences between
the Senate and House versions of health care reform and what fineeds fixin.o
RURAL AMERICA NEEDS YQU!

John Supplitt from AHA gave a detailed review of the rural provisions in both
bills. These provisions and processes for passage are complicated and
demonstrate just how much we need to support NRHA and AHA with our



membership, advice, and advocay. Health care reform will be a continuing
process, and we need strong national representation.

Shantel Silnes of HP Enterprise Services explained the Indiana Health Coverage
Programis Family Tree and fiwhere it gets confusing and cumbersome.o This was
a great lead-in to Marci Toler of Covering Kids and Families Indiana. Their
mission is to connect the uninsured and underinsured to health care coverage.
Covering Kids and Families created handbooks for hospital and heatlh center
coverage issues. Their intent is to not allow families to fifall through the crackso
of health care delivery.

Senator Jean Leising is one of the leaders of the new Indiana Rural Caucus,
which has over 100 legislative members. She spoke from the heart with passion,
understanding, and a commitment to fifight for rural Indiana.0 She understands
that on-line services do not work in a state where 33% of the homes depend on
dial-up connections and has been a supporter of our FCC grant to run fiber optic
cable to many rural hospitals, physician offices, and communities.

We were again honored that Lt. Governor Becky fiDanielso Skillman could join us
for lunch. She knows us well and commended IRHA for its long-standing
position of vision and values for rural Indiana. She shared that 75% of Indiana is
considered rural and that there is an fiUrban have and a Rural have noto in health
care that can be changed through programs, such as the Lugar Center,
telemedicine, and the FCC grant.

Our afternoon panel addressed one of the biggest rural issues: coordinated
mental health delivery systems. Matt Brooks reviewed the work of the community
mental health centers in Indiana and that access to mental health care is
specifically addressed in the state constitution. Larry Ulrich lives the realities of
mental health services in rural Indiana, as he directs one of the community
mental health centers that is trying to partner and provide services with
decreasing revenues and increasing demand. He advised we must rethink and
change to survive. Jonathan Neufeld touted the value of telemental health.
Without a measurable difference in outcomes and good acceptance by the
patients, 2-way interactive video could provide much-needed services and help in
recruitment and retention of mental health professionals.

Brian Tabor discussed rural issues that our legislature is discussing this session.
You could see that he is competent, conversant, and connected, which makes
him an excellent health care advocate.

In closing, it was noted that many of us made connections during the Public
Policy Forum with the vendors, the speakers, and the other participants. These
opportunities to connect and communicate strengthen our efforts and resolve to
improve the rural health and life of our communities.






