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News You Can Use 
A newsletter of the Indiana Rural Health Association 

March 19, 2010 
 

 
 

In this Issue: 
- IRHAôs 13th Annual Indiana Rural Health Conference June 15 and 16, 2010 
              Exhibit/Sponsorship Opportunities 
             Call for Posters 
- Child Passenger Safety News 
- Rural Health Innovation Collaborative Secures Feasibility Study Funding 
- Indiana State Universityôs College of Nursing, Health, and Human Services 

to Offer Doctoral Degrees in Nursing Practice and Physical Therapy 
- Emergency Preparedness Training Offered Regionally on Incident 

Command System 
- Lt. Governor Skillman Wraps Up the 2010 Legislative Session 
- Kick Butts Day  is March 24 
- Indiana Injury Prevention Conference 
- Indiana AHEC Annual Meeting April 13, 2010 
- Better Healthcare for Indiana Conference 

  
Join Us in 2010 for the 13th Annual Rural Health Conference 
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Register to attend the Annual Conference and/or register to Sponsor/Exhibit by going to the IRHA website 
at www.indianaruralhealth.org and click on the ñAnnual Conferenceò tab. 
 

 
SPONSOR AND/OR EXHIBIT AT THE IRHA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

You are cordially invited to take advantage of the opportunity to sponsor and/or exhibit at the IRHA 
Annual Conference on June 15-16, 2010.  

Download a listing of sponsor and exhibit benefits and register online to sponsor/exhibit by visiting the 
IRHA website and clicking on the ñAnnual Conferenceò tab. 

The event is designed to provide health care leaders in rural/small communities of Indiana with 
networking and educational opportunities, as well as renewed motivation to tackle their challenging jobs. 
Last year, more than 420 health care providers, government representatives, rural community leaders, 
educators, and students attended the Conference. 

 
CALL FOR POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

The Indiana Rural Health Association (IRHA) is now accepting proposals for the poster session of the 
IRHA 2010 Annual Conference. The poster session will provide an opportunity for an informal exchange 
of information on innovative educational curricula, health practice projects, community outreach initiatives, 
research or other health-related projects. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to present. 

Visit the IRHA Annual Conference page on the IRHA website to submit a poster proposal. 

Thank You to the IRHA 2010 Poster Contest Underwriter ï Benefit Strategies, Inc. 

 
 
Child Passenger Safety News:  
Do you know that as many as nine out of ten car seats are not used or installed correctly?  Do your 
families who have young children need information on installing and using car seats?  A Permanent Child 
Safety Seat Inspection Station can provide education on the correct use and installation of car seats.  Car 
seats may be provided to children participating in any public assistance program, based on availability.  
Visit http://www.preventinjury.org/fittingStation.asp  or call 1-800-KID-N-CAR (1-800-543-6227) to locate 
an Inspection Station near you. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rural Health Innovation Collaborative Secures Feasibility Study 
Funding 
CONTACT: 
Dave Taylor  
Indiana State University 
812-237-3743  
 
(Terre Haute, Ind.)ðA grant from Duke Energy Foundation and matching state funds will enable the 
Rural Health Innovation Collaborative (RHIC) to assess the feasibility of a rural healthcare and life 
science-oriented business incubator and accelerator. 
  
The RHIC was formally established in 2008 to address the challenge of healthcare provider shortages, 
particularly in rural areas. Building on a nationally-recognized record of success, Union Hospital and its 

http://www.preventinjury.org/fittingStation.asp
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Richard G. Lugar Center for Rural Health joined with the Indiana University School of Medicine at Terre 
Haute, Indiana State University, Ivy Tech Community College Wabash Valley Region, the Terre Haute 
Economic Development Corp. and the City of Terre Haute to jointly develop the RHIC initiative. The 
collaborative seeks to address workforce needs, neighborhood revitalization and economic development, 
including physical infrastructure, business expansion and attraction, and the increase of rural health care 
services, training, and research.   

 
To achieve these goals, the RHIC will work to attract a wide spectrum of life science and health care 
companies and start-ups, with a particular focus on those that are developing products and services 
needed to support the decentralized health care system emerging in rural communities.     

 
The study will assess the feasibility of building or acquiring a facility to house and support the 
development of new ventures.  
 
ñA business incubator and accelerator associated with the RHIC has great potential to provide the region 
with much-needed job creation, economic diversity and a vehicle for technology transfer,ò said Richard 
ñBiffô Williams, dean of Indiana Stateôs College of Nursing, Health, and Human Services and chair of the 
RHIC Facilities Committee.  
 
The study will cost $26,300. The Indiana Economic Development Corp. will match 50 percent of the cost 
with the grant from the Duke Energy Foundationôs Community Partnership Program providing $10,000. 
The remaining $3,150 will be shared between Union Hospital, the Terre Haute Economic Development 
Corp. and the ISU Foundation. ISUôs Center for Business Support and Economic Innovation will act as 
lead agent for the study with center Director Christopher Pfaff as its coordinator. Thomas P. Miller and 
Associates of Indianapolis has been selected to conduct the study. Miller and Associates is a full-service 
economic and workforce development consulting agency with extensive funding research and proposal 
development experience.  

 
For more information: www.therhic.org  
 
 
 
 
College of Nursing, Health, and Human Services to Offer Doctoral Degrees 
in Nursing Practice and Physical Therapy 

Indiana State University's College of Nursing, Health, and Human Services is further expanding its 
curriculum to offer doctoral degrees in nursing practice and physical therapy.  
 
A vote Friday from the Indiana Commission for Higher Education approved the two new degree programs 
only one month after ISU received the Commission's support for a Master of Science degree in physician 
assistant studies. 
 
ISU College of Nursing, Health, and Human Services Dean Richard "Biff" Williams said the new programs 
will help ISU meet its mission of being engaged in the community. 
 
"It's exciting for ISU, the college and our faculty that have worked really hard. I'm excited for the 
community because there is a shortage of healthcare professionals in these areas," Williams said. 
"Things are really happening at Indiana State, and I'm thrilled." 
 
The Doctor of Nursing Practice degree is designed for students who have already earned a Master of 
Science in nursing. It is a practice-focused professional doctorate degree that will require students to earn 
39 credit hours and complete 500 clinical hours of study. ISU will admit as many as 10 full-time and 10 
part-time students to the program for the Fall 2010 semester. One faculty member will be added to the 
nursing faculty to serve as the program director. 
 
ISU is one of two public institutions that will now offer the Doctor of Physical Therapy degree. It is a nine-
semester, 102 credit-hour program geared toward the post-baccalaureate student who desires a 
professional career as a physical therapist. As many as 30 students will be admitted for the May 2011 
summer session. The college will hire a program director, a clinical coordinator and two faculty members 
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in conjunction with the new program. 
 
Williams said the university began working three years ago to bring about these curriculum changes. 
 
A taskforce commissioned by ISU Provost C. Jack Maynard first began looking at the curriculum of the 
college in September 2006 to develop a strategic plan for a comprehensive college of health-related 
professions. 
Maynard said Williams' commitment to bringing about these changes speaks well of him and the College. 
 
"From day one, Dean Williams and his faculty were challenged to bring new programs forward that would 
support the needs of the state, especially rural Indiana, while bringing new students to our campus," 
Maynard said. "They accomplished this task in one of the shortest periods I have ever experienced." 
 
The support from area health professionals and the Indiana Commission for Higher Education is also 
encouraging, Maynard said, and points to a promising future for ISU. 
 
"The rewards are coming," he said. "New programs, new faculty, new students, a great sense of pride in 
what they have accomplished. Everyone, on and off-campus, will benefit from the impact of these 
programs, faculty, and students." 

Contact: Biff Williams, dean of the College of Nursing, Health, and Human Services, Indiana State 
University at 812-237-3683 or biff.williams@indstate.edu. 
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Lt. Governor Skillman Wraps Up the 2010 Legislative Session  

With no tax increases, session considered a victory  
   

In our administration, we donôt like to take a year off from reform, but sometimes just escaping harm is 
a victory.  

At 1 a.m. Saturday morning, nearly 48 hours before legislators were required to finish their work, the 
2010 legislative session came to a close. Our goal to protect Hoosiers from harm - including 
preventing tax increases ï was achieved.   
 
Our biggest win this year was the passage of property tax 
cap legislation. Legislators from both houses quickly gave 
their approval to allow voters to decide in November 
whether or not to amend the stateôs constitution to 
permanently cap property taxes at 1 percent for their 
homesô assessed value, 2 percent for farm property and 3 
percent for businesses. We know this has saved 
Hoosiers almost a billion dollars, and now we have an 
opportunity to prevent future legislatures from increasing 
taxes on a whim.  

To keep our budget balanced, we continue to look for 
cost saving measures, and we were pleased that 
legislators approved some of our ideas. They approved 
our proposal to merge administrations of two state 
pension funds.  Pensioners will see no changes, but the 
state will pay millions less to the people who manage 
those funds.  

   
Lt. Gov. Skillman talks with WTHR  
Reporter Kevin Rader last month in  
the Statehouse about the progress of  
the legislative session. The 
2010 session came to a close on 
Saturday.   

 
And Indiana schools were given more flexibility with their budget. They will soon be able to move their 
funds around, so that more money can go to the classroom.  

Unemployment insurance premium increases have also been delayed by a year. While nearly all 50 
states are struggling with deficits in their UI funds, Indiana businesses were granted relief, protecting 
many Hoosier jobs.    

There were many other bills passed during the 2010 legislative session from gun owner rights to 
legislative ethics to child support measures. Go to, http://www.in.gov/gov/billwatch.htm, to find out 
more.  

We are already preparing for the next session that begins in January 2011. Protecting Hoosiers from 
harm was a challenge during this session, but the work will be even harder during next yearôs budget-
writing session. Between now and then, Governor Mitch and I will continue to look for every 
opportunity to save tax dollars and improve the services the state provides.  

   

 

http://www.in.gov/gov/billwatch.htm
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Lt. Governor Skillman oversees the Indiana Department of Agriculture, the Indiana Housing and 
Community Development Authority, the Office of Energy Development, the Office of Community and 

Rural Affairs, and the Office of Tourism Development. For more, visit her on the web at www.lg.in.gov.     
 

 

 

 
Know any young people who can't stand tobacco? 

Know adults who work with youth? 

If you do, Kick Butts Day (KBD) is a fun meaningful activity for kids and teens to stand up, speak 
out and seize control against Big Tobacco. Last year, we celebrated KBD with over 1,000 youth 
activism events across the country. Now we need your help to make KBD 2010 better than ever.  Please 
spread the word about KBD to youth (or adults who work with youth) who may be interested 
in participating.   

 

This year, KBD is going to concentrate on the three important public health initiatives: 

1. Fully-funded state tobacco prevention and cessation programs.  
2. Higher state tobacco taxes.  
3. 100% smoke-free workplaces and public places.  

Know someone who might be interested? Please invite them to join the tens of thousands of young 
people across the country as they stand up to Big Tobacco.  

Fact sheets on each of the three initiatives are available for advocates to download on the new policy 
corner section of our website, www.kickbuttsday.org.   

Registering an event is quick and easy! And after an event is registered, our KBD Media Team can help 
get media attention. So what are you waiting for? To register, just log on to www.kickbuttsday.org . 

Kick Butts Day is Wednesday, March 24. 
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http://www.in.gov/quitline/Default.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.in.gov/quitline/Default.aspx


 8 

Indiana Injury Prevention Conference 
The 2010 Indiana Injury Prevention Conference will be held on Thursday, May 13, and Friday, May 14, 
2010, at University Place Conference Center and Hotel in downtown Indianapolis.  Topics will include the 
following: Fundraising, Sports Injuries, Playground Safety, Concussions, Crash Test Dummies, Theory 
Behind Best Practice Recommendations, Child Restraint Manufacturersô Panel, Water Safety, Safety 
Standards for Child Restraints, Labeling Child Restraints, Issues Arising from Transporting Children with 
Special Health Care Needs, and Working through Cultural Differences.   
Two continental breakfasts, two lunches, a wine and cheese reception, all conference materials, and 
parking are included in the registration fee of $100. Discounted hotel rooms will also be available at the 
conference hotel. There will be a car seat clinic following the first day of the conference for any 
technicians interested in participating! For more information, please email Autumn McNichols at 
autmcnic@iupui.edu. 
 
 
 
Better Healthcare for Indiana Conference 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend BHI's "All Healthcare is Local" conference from 10 AM to 
3 PM on Wednesday, June 2, in Indianapolis. The preliminary meeting notice is attached, along with a 
notice for a special Healthcare Leader dinner meeting the evening of June 1. 
  
We have lined up two nationally-recognized experts on the emerging movement for bottom-up health 
reform. They are Dr. Len Nichols, Professor of Health Policy and Director of the Center for Health Policy 
Research and Ethics at George Mason University; and Dick Pettingill, Advanced Leadership Fellow at 
Harvard University and former CEO of Allina Hospitals and Clinics in Minneapolis (bios attached). The 
speakers will present leadership models, best practices, and tools to help communities organize around 
health and elevate healthcare to a top tier leadership agenda. Also, Dr. Nichols is uniquely qualified to 
make sense about what has happened in Washington over the past 15 months and translate that into its 
significance and opportunity for local health reform efforts. 
  
The Conference will culminate with facilitated "community team working lunch" sessions aimed at 
integrating new ideas, refining, and energizing local action plans. We will allow time for each community 
team to report their next steps to the larger group.  
  
We ask that you consider recruiting a team of 8-12 leaders from your community to participate in the 
conference and let me know of your community's intent to participate. We also ask that you inform your 
local hospital and healthcare leaders of the June 1 Healthcare Leadership Dinner. 
  
Details, including registration materials, will be forthcoming via e-mail and also on our web site at 
www.healthierindiana.com. 
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