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News You Can Use 
A newsletter of the Indiana Rural Health Association 

April 2, 2010 
 

 
 

In this Issue: 
- IRHA’s 13th Annual Indiana Rural Health Conference June 15 and 16, 2010 
              Exhibit/Sponsorship Opportunities 
             Call for Posters 
- Child Passenger Safety News 
- Emergency Preparedness Training Offered Regionally on Incident 

Command System 
- Indiana Injury Prevention Conference 
- Indiana AHEC Annual Meeting April 13, 2010 
- Better Healthcare for Indiana Conference 

  
Join Us in 2010 for the 13th Annual Rural Health Conference 

 

 
 

Register to attend the Annual Conference and/or register to Sponsor/Exhibit by going to the IRHA website 
at www.indianaruralhealth.org and click on the ñAnnual Conferenceò tab. 
 

 
SPONSOR AND/OR EXHIBIT AT THE IRHA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
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You are cordially invited to take advantage of the opportunity to sponsor and/or exhibit at the IRHA 
Annual Conference on June 15-16, 2010.  

Download a listing of sponsor and exhibit benefits and register online to sponsor/exhibit by visiting the 
IRHA website and clicking on the ñAnnual Conferenceò tab. 

The event is designed to provide health care leaders in rural/small communities of Indiana with 
networking and educational opportunities, as well as renewed motivation to tackle their challenging jobs. 
Last year, more than 420 health care providers, government representatives, rural community leaders, 
educators, and students attended the Conference. 

 
CALL FOR POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

The Indiana Rural Health Association (IRHA) is now accepting proposals for the poster session of the 
IRHA 2010 Annual Conference. The poster session will provide an opportunity for an informal exchange 
of information on innovative educational curricula, health practice projects, community outreach initiatives, 
research or other health-related projects. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to present. 

Visit the IRHA Annual Conference page on the IRHA website to submit a poster proposal. 

Thank You to the IRHA 2010 Poster Contest Underwriter – Benefit Strategies, Inc. 

 
Bradley: Indiana Stateôs Partnerships Solve Problems, Enhance Health Care in Indiana  
March 25th. 2010, 8:31am  

Indiana State University President Daniel J. Bradley explains ISUôs contribution in 
the context of statewide education. 

• Building on the Columbus and Richmond story of higher levels of 
collaboration featured in the current BizVoice, tell us how your 
institution fits in a statewide system of higher education with 
differentiated and complementary missions.   

Indiana State prides itself in the fact that our graduates not only have a solid well-
rounded education but that they also have the skills needed to excel in the workplace. One of those skills 
is the ability to collaborate as part of a team. This is becoming increasingly more important in todayôs 
society as a way to maximize the strengths of colleagues and partner organizations while working toward 
a shared vision, avoiding unnecessary duplication and solving complex problems. 

In some areas the result is a new emphasis on intra- and inter-professional education. For example, 
Indiana State University has joined with the Indiana University School of Medicine, Union Hospital and its 
Richard G. Lugar Center for Rural Health, Ivy Tech Community College of the Wabash Valley, the Terre 
Haute Economic Development Corporation and the City of Terre Haute to form the Rural Health 
Innovation Collaborative (RHIC). 

RHIC is designed to help address Indianaôs critical shortage of health care professionals, especially in 
rural areas. Through RHIC, future doctors, nurses, physical therapists, physician assistants, and other 
health care workers have opportunities to work together while being trained, thus better simulating the 
work environment they will experience after completing their degree programs. In addition to the synergy 
this arrangement will provide, resources for equipment, labs and instruction can be maximized. 

The Collaborative extends beyond education to encompass economic development with the goal of 
attracting a range of health care companies and start-ups that will benefit from business incubator 
services available from Indiana State, Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, and Ivy Tech. 
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RHIC will also address neighborhood development through the revitalization of a blighted area located 
between the campuses of Indiana State and Union Hospital. Housing development is planned to attract 
students, medical residents and retirees to a revitalized part of the Terre Haute community. 

Achieving the vision of this innovative concept would not be possible without the active collaboration of 
the RHIC partners. RHIC illustrates how the whole can truly be greater than the sum of its parts. 

This concept of intra- and inter-professional education is transferable to many other disciplines and is 
likely to become a catalyst for education reform. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Child Passenger Safety News:  
Do you know that as many as nine out of ten car seats are not used or installed correctly?  Do your 
families who have young children need information on installing and using car seats?  A Permanent Child 
Safety Seat Inspection Station can provide education on the correct use and installation of car seats.  Car 
seats may be provided to children participating in any public assistance program, based on availability.  
Visit http://www.preventinjury.org/fittingStation.asp  or call 1-800-KID-N-CAR (1-800-543-6227) to locate 
an Inspection Station near you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.preventinjury.org/fittingStation.asp
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http://www.in.gov/quitline/Default.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.in.gov/quitline/Default.aspx
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Indiana Injury Prevention Conference 
The 2010 Indiana Injury Prevention Conference will be held on Thursday, May 13, and Friday, May 14, 
2010, at University Place Conference Center and Hotel in downtown Indianapolis.  Topics will include the 
following: Fundraising, Sports Injuries, Playground Safety, Concussions, Crash Test Dummies, Theory 
Behind Best Practice Recommendations, Child Restraint Manufacturersô Panel, Water Safety, Safety 
Standards for Child Restraints, Labeling Child Restraints, Issues Arising from Transporting Children with 
Special Health Care Needs, and Working through Cultural Differences.   
Two continental breakfasts, two lunches, a wine and cheese reception, all conference materials, and 
parking are included in the registration fee of $100. Discounted hotel rooms will also be available at the 
conference hotel. There will be a car seat clinic following the first day of the conference for any 
technicians interested in participating! For more information, please email Autumn McNichols at 
autmcnic@iupui.edu. 
 
 
 
Better Healthcare for Indiana Conference 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend BHI's "All Healthcare is Local" conference from 10 AM to 
3 PM on Wednesday, June 2, in Indianapolis. The preliminary meeting notice is attached, along with a 
notice for a special Healthcare Leader dinner meeting the evening of June 1. 
  
We have lined up two nationally-recognized experts on the emerging movement for bottom-up health 
reform. They are Dr. Len Nichols, Professor of Health Policy and Director of the Center for Health Policy 
Research and Ethics at George Mason University; and Dick Pettingill, Advanced Leadership Fellow at 
Harvard University and former CEO of Allina Hospitals and Clinics in Minneapolis (bios attached). The 
speakers will present leadership models, best practices, and tools to help communities organize around 
health and elevate healthcare to a top tier leadership agenda. Also, Dr. Nichols is uniquely qualified to 
make sense about what has happened in Washington over the past 15 months and translate that into its 
significance and opportunity for local health reform efforts. 
  
The Conference will culminate with facilitated "community team working lunch" sessions aimed at 
integrating new ideas, refining, and energizing local action plans. We will allow time for each community 
team to report their next steps to the larger group.  
  
We ask that you consider recruiting a team of 8-12 leaders from your community to participate in the 
conference and let me know of your community's intent to participate. We also ask that you inform your 
local hospital and healthcare leaders of the June 1 Healthcare Leadership Dinner. 
  
Details, including registration materials, will be forthcoming via e-mail and also on our web site at 
www.healthierindiana.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 8 

 
IRHA Staff 

 
 
Don Kelso                 Cindy Large 
Executive Director Network Director  
dkelso@indianarha.org clarge@indianarha.org  
Ext. 224       Ext. 229  
 
Tina Elliott       Dana Stidham 
Director, Community Relations     Rural Clinic/EP Coordinator 
telliott@indianarha.org      dstidham@indianarha.org 
Ext. 222       812/342-6492 or 812/343-2030 
        
Laura Carlson            
Executive Assistant      Susan Gofourth      
lcarlson@indianarha.org     CAH Program Coordinator 
Ext. 221       sgofourth@indianarha.org 
        Ext. 228     
Becky Sanders 
Associate Project Coordinator     Matt Serricchio 
FCC Pilot Program      Special Projects Coordinator 
bsanders@indianarha.org     mserricchio@indianarha.org   
317/517-3961       317/989-3411 
 
Jim Miller       Jeff Iliff 
IRHA Project Director      Business Development Coordinator 
Indiana Collaborative for Healthier Rural Communities  jiliff@indianarha.org  
jmiller@indianarha.org      317/414-1397 
317/332-3305 
 
IRHA Office 
2901 Ohio Blvd., Suite 110 
Terre Haute, IN 47803 
Office Phone:  812/478-3919 
Office Fax:      812/232-8602 
 
 
     www.indianaruralhealth.org  


