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Still Time To Register!!! 
 

Join Us for the 13th Annual Rural Health Conference ï June 15 and 16 
 

Come and be a part of the LARGEST State Rural Health Conference in the United States.  There is still 
time to register, but hurry.  On-line registrations will be closed Friday at noon.  Walk-in registrants are 
welcome.  Register to attend the Annual Conference by going to the IRHA website at 
www.indianaruralhealth.org and click on the ñAnnual Conferenceò tab. 
 

Annual Conference Blood Drive ï Tuesday, June 15, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Give the gift of life and donate blood at the IRHA Annual Conference on Tuesday, June 15.  The 
Indiana Blood Centerôs bloodmobile will be available from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. for your donation.  
Thank you in advance for your participation. 

 

Meet the 2010 Annual Conference Sponsors and Exhibitors 
IRHA is appreciative of the support received from the following sponsors and exhibitors.  They will 
be available all day on Tuesday, June 15, to visit with you in the exhibit hall and tell you about their 
products and services. 
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The ISDH sent out this release statewide to the media this morning.  All releases are available on the ISDH Website 
at: www.statehealth.IN.gov: 
 
CONTACT: Jennifer Dunlap  
317-233-7315 
June 7, 2010                  
 

STATE HEALTH OFFICIALS WARN LAWN MOWERS  
CAN BE DANGEROUS FOR CHILDREN 

 
INDIANAPOLISðMowing the lawn around children at play could present a danger and the potential for 
serious injury, especially when working with a power lawn mower.  State health officials warn that children 
can be severely injured from contact with the high-speed rotating blades of a lawn mower.  
 
ñWhen children are present, mowing the lawn can be a dangerous activity and lead to injuries,ò said Joan 
Duwve, M.D., medical director, Injury Prevention Program at the Indiana State Department of Health.  
ñThese injuries can be prevented by keeping children safely away from areas of the yard that are being 
mowed.ò 
 
According to the National Agricultural Safety Data, a rotary mower blade whirls at 2,000 or 4,000 
revolutions per minute, or at 100 to 200 miles per hour. For safety reasons, it is important to know how to 
quickly disengage the clutch and stop the engine. 
 
Between the years 2003-2008 in Indiana, 38 percent of all lawn-mower related injuries that were serious 
enough to require hospitalization involved children less than 16 years of age.  Over half (62%) of these 
hospitalizations involved children 6 years of age or younger. 
 
ñThe majority of lawn mower-related injuries to children are to the legs, feet, or toes,ò said Dr. Duwve.  
ñLawn mowers have sharp, rotating blades that can cut through skin and bones, or throw objects like 
sticks and rocks, and cause severe injuries.  Lawn mowers also get very hot during use, and children who 
touch a lawn mower even after it has been stopped, may get burned.ò 
 
According to state health officials, itôs not just the lawn mowers themselves that can cause injury.   Young 
children can fall or slip into the operating mower blade while playing and running nearby.  Children can be 
injured while operating the mower themselves when too young to do so, or when preschoolers and 
school-age children fall off a mower while riding with an adult.  Children can be injured when mowers are 
placed into reverse and the operator is not aware a child is behind them.  Rocks or other objects can be 
thrown by the mower and strike a child, especially in the eyes or the head. 
 
Health officials say that children most commonly come in contact with lawn mower blades either while 
operating the mower themselves when too young, or are preschoolers and school-age children who fall 
off a mower while riding with an adult. 
 
To help ensure the safety of children, the American Academy of Pediatrics offers these tips to parents: 
  

• While mowing the lawn, keep others especially young children, away to ensure their safety;  
• Donôt allow children younger than 16 to use ride-on mowers and do not allow children younger 

than 12 to use walk-behind mowers;  
• Use only a power mower with a control that stops the mower if the handle is let go, and be certain 

this control is never disconnected;  
• Ensure an adult adjusts the blade settings to set the wheel height or to dislodge debris, and only 

when the mower is off and the spark plug is removed or disconnected;  
• Wear sturdy shoes and protective eyewear while operating the mower;  
• Use hearing protection to prevent hearing loss from constant exposure to loud lawn mower noise; 

and 
• Pick up objects from the lawn, like stones or toys, before mowing.  
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FREE Child Passenger Safety Parent Education Materials 

The Automotive Safety Program at Riley Hospital for Children offers a number of brochures and 
materials free of charge to Indiana residents and organizations. Quantities are limited to 200 of each 
item. To order, call 1-800-KID-N-CAR (1-800-543-6227).  Please allow 2 weeks for shipping.  

 

  Car Safety for Your Child who Doesnôt Stay Buckled Up 
  Tips and answers to questions about children who wonôt stay buckled up while riding  
  in the vehicle. Fact sheet also includes insert which lists child restraints for children  
  over 40 pounds. Please indicate quantity # desired; limited up to 200. 

 
 

 
  Child Safety Seat Guide (The Law Card) 
  An overview of the Indiana Child Restraint and Seat Belt Laws plus types of   
  restraints. Also available in Spanish. Indiana residents only. Please indicate quantity   
  # desired; limited up to 200.    

 
 
 

  
 

 
  Indiana Buckle Up Bug Club 
  Everything you need to make a "Bug" kit. Available to Indiana residents only. Also   
  available in Spanish. Please indicate quantity # desired; limited up to 200.    

    

 

  Indiana Child Passenger Law: Boosting the Safety of Indiana Children 
  Information on Indiana's child passenger law and booster seats. Also available in   
  Spanish. Indiana residents only. Please indicate quantity # desired; limited up to   
  200. 
  

  
   
 
  

 

One Size Does Not Fit All! 
Information on misuse and how to find a child safety seat inspection station in Indiana. 
Also available in Spanish. Indiana residents only. Please indicate quantity # desired; limited 
up to 200.    

    

 

 Pregnancy and Vehicle Safety 
 Child safety seat and restraint guidelines for expectant parents. Also available in   
 Spanish. Indiana residents only. Please indicate quantity # desired; limited up to   
 200.   

   

 
  Rear-Facing Longer 
  Tips about how and why to keep your child rear-facing when riding in the car.   
  Please indicate quantity # desired; limited up to 200. 

  
 

   The Ins and Outs of Safe Travel 
   Basic information on types of child restraints and guidelines for proper use.  Also    
   available in Spanish.  Indiana residents only.  Please indicate quantity # desired;   
   limited up to 200. 
 
   The Right Seat 
   Information and illustrations on the 4 steps to buckling up children. Indiana   
   residents  only. Please indicate quantity # desired; limited up to 200. 
 
   The Right Seat (Poster) 
   18ò x 24ò poster. Information and illustrations on the 4 steps to buckling up   
   children. Indiana residents only. Quantities limited to 3. 
 
   They Won't Stay There! 
   Tips for keeping children in their child safety seats. Also available in Spanish.   
   Indiana residents only. Please indicate quantity # desired; limited up to 200. 
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Announcing a New Brochure 
 

Car Safety for Children Who Have Childhood Obesity or Are Overweight 
 

Children with obesity may require special considerations that can affect how they travel.  Order a 
Tip Sheet to answer some questions you may have about transporting overweight children.   

 
Brochure is free of charge to Indiana residents and organizations. Quantities are limited to 200. 

Contact Automotive Safety Program at Riley Hospital for Children 
1-800-KID-N-CAR  (1-800-543-6227) 

 

 

 

Lt. Governor Skillman Wraps Up May  

In May I was on the road a lot, and I can tell you that there are signs of new life all over state. Those 
signs are pointing to more than just a good planting season for our Indiana farmers, theyôre pointing to 
the economic growth in every corner of the state.  
 
The business community had a lot to celebrate this month.  I spoke at two 
chamber of commerce meetings this month ï Clay County and Columbia 
City. I also joined Elanco executives in Greenfield as they celebrated the 
dedication of their new headquarters.  Elanco understands that this is no 
time to slow down, even during a tough economic period.  Theyôve moved 
fast to create not only a strong and growing animal protein market, but also 
a companion animal market and food safety products.  

Itôs thanks to companies like Elanco and Dow AgroSciences that Indiana is a 
leader in the life sciences.  Since 2005, Indianaôs life sciences industry has 
invested more than $1.2 billion and committed more than 13,000 new jobs to 
our state. That includes the 930 new pharmaceutical jobs Governor Mitch 
and Arcadia HealthCare announced in Indianapolis recently.  

   
Lt. Gov. Skillman 
announced the start  
of Visit Indiana Week in 
May. The week began 
with special travel 
discounts  
at Indiana destinations 
for Hoosiers.  

 
Steady growth of the RV industry and the diversification of our entire 
manufacturing sector are another two signs that Indiana is starting to turn a 
corner in this recession and move toward recovery. I spoke at Purdue 
Universityôs Advancing Manufacturing Summit, and three years ago when I 
addressed this same group, circumstance were different. But Iôm no less 
optimistic about our future.  

Indiana is a proven leader in advanced manufacturing, and our competitive 

   
Lt. Gov. Skillman 
named Madison  
Dobbins a Hoosier 
Rising Star at 
Edgewood Middle 
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advantages ï like our modern infrastructure, our AAA credit rating, and most 
importantly our strong workforce ï allow us to attract and retain businesses of 
all kinds.   

School for her  
efforts to educated 
the public about the 
agriculture industry.  

 
Our tourism industry also continues to see growth. People still want to get out and travel, despite 
tighter budgets, and we helped Hoosiers find a fun getaway at a great price during Visit Indiana 
Weekôs Summer of Savings. If you missed out and want to take advantage of special discounts our 
website, www.VisitIndiana.com, has more than 200 travel packages full of money saving ideas and 
things to do across Indiana.  

I traveled to Warsawôs Edgewood Middle School to join nearly 600 students as I presented 14-year-old 
Madison Dobbins a Hoosier Rising Star Award for her efforts to educate the public and legislators 
about the agriculture industry. Iôve met quite a few young Hoosiers who are passionate about their 
community and state, and thatôs why I created the Hoosier Rising Star Award in 2007 to recognize 
their hard work.  We received a lot of very impressive applications.   

Madison stood out. She took it upon herself to speak up for our farmers, and is now giving agriculture 
a voice in her community.  Sheôs worked hard to educate others about animal care in the agriculture 
industry and to educate legislators about some of the challenges the industry is facing from animal 
rights groups.  

Madison is an inspiration to all Hoosiers, including me. We plan to continue to not only defend 
agriculture, but also are working on expanding agricultureôs reach. Today through June 10th, I will be 
in China with a 25 member delegation to promote Hoosier products. I encourage you to keep up the 
latest news of my Agriculture, Jobs and Investment Mission to China by visiting www.lg.in.gov/China 
daily. On the website I will share with you daily reports, photos, video and more.   

   
 

Lt. Governor Skillman oversees the Indiana Department of Agriculture, the Indiana Housing and 
Community Development Authority, the Office of Energy Development, the Office of Community and 

Rural Affairs, and the Office of Tourism Development. For more, visit her on the web at www.lg.in.gov.     
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Dear Physician and Practice Staff,  
New federal programs offer incentive payments to physicians for 
meeting άmeaningful useέ of health IT. The Tri-State Meaningful 
Use Conference will provide valuable information to physicians and 
practice staff about meaningful use and what health care 
practitioners need to do to receive up to $63,750 in incentive 
funding.   
  

This event is FREE to physicians and practice staff.   
Up to 6 CME credits will be available.  

  
Conference faculty includes:  

• Dr. Farzad Mostashari, Deputy National Coordinator, Office of the National 
Coordinator for Health Information Technology, US Dept. of Health and 
Human Services (invited)  

• Dr. Jason Mitchell, Assistant Director, Center for Health-IT, American 
Academy of Family Physicians  

• Jeff Brady, Kentucky State Health IT Coordinator, Cabinet for Health and 
Family Services (invited)  

• Kathy Frye, Kentucky GovernorΩs Office for Electronic Health Information  
• Michael Gargano, Assist. Secretary, Indiana Family and Social Services 

Administration  
• Andrew Van Zee, Indiana State Health IT Coordinator, IHIT, Inc.  
• Cathy Costello, Ohio Health Information Partnership  
• Dr. Carol Steltenkamp, Chief Medical Information Officer, University of 

Kentucky  
• Dr. Jeff Susman, Chair, University of Cincinnati Dept. of Family Medicine  
• Dr. Doug Magenheim, MyDoctor LLC  
• Michele Fronckiewisz, Executive Director, Child Health Administrative 

Services, Cincinnati ChildrenΩs Hospital Medical Center  
• Donna Nobbe, CIO, Margaret Mary Medical Center  
• Dr. Will Melahn, St Claire Regional Medical Center  
• Dr. Todd Rowland, Executive Director, HealthLINC  
• Dr. Peter Muir, family physician and informaticists  
• Mark Witte, CEO, The Family Medical Group (invited)  
• Claudia Allen, Strauss Troy  
• Shannon Culp, Manager Information Systems Security, TriHealth  
• Don McDaniel, President and CEO, Sage Growth Partners  
• John Reinhart, Founding Partner, Commonwealth Leverage  

You are invited to the following event: 
TRI-STATE REC KICKOFF & MEANINGFUL 
USE CONFERENCE  
 
Date: 
Friday, June 18, 2010 from 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)  
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Location: 
Cincinnati Marriott at RiverCenter 
10 West RiverCenter Boulevard 
Covington, KY 41011 

  
For more information, contact Todd Rowland at 
trowland@bloomingtonhospital.org 
 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.in.gov/quitline/Default.aspx 

 

 


